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Executive Summary 
 


The Town of Lawrenceville 2007 Comprehensive Plan Update (plan update) contains six 
chapters including twenty-six (26) exhibits.  The plan update includes an extensive table 
of contents, as well as listings of workshops and meetings conducted and sources 
consulted during the planning process.  The plan update also includes five appendices.   
 
Following a joint public hearing conducted on June 10, 2008, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the plan update.  The Town Council adopted the plan update 
on June 10, 2008. 
 


Chapter I:  Introduction 
 
A comprehensive plan is a statement of long-range policies made by the governing body 
of a community concerning its future physical development.  Comprehensive planning is 
one process available to local government for addressing current issues, anticipating 
needs, and scheduling public improvements.  It is the purpose of the Lawrenceville 2007 
Comprehensive Plan Update (comprehensive plan update or plan update) to provide a 
sound basis for the preparation of detailed functional plans which will serve as a general 
guide in the day-to-day decisions of Town government.  It establishes goals and 
objectives for managing the future growth and development of the Town.   
 
Lawrenceville lies in the south central part of Virginia in the geographic center of 
Brunswick County.  U.S. Highway 58 and VA Primary Highway 46 pass through 
Lawrenceville.  Interstate 85 is located 8 miles to the northwest and Interstate 95 is 
located 18 miles to the east.  The Town is the center of commerce and government for 
Brunswick County.  Lawrenceville encompasses an area of less than 1.5 square miles and 
is the home to more than 1,150 residents. 
 
Lawrenceville’s economy is based on retail trade, construction, educational services, 
public administration, wood products, timber management, and health services.  A 
private prison located just east of the Town limits is a major employer in the region. 
 
Lawrenceville serves as the County Seat for Brunswick County and as such, attracts a 
number of office workers to the downtown area.  
   
Title 15.2, Chapter 22 of the Code of Virginia, establishes the basic planning 
responsibilities for Virginia localities.  The Code provides that a local planning 
commission shall prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the physical 
development of the territory within its jurisdiction. 
 
Upon completion, plan updates must undergo the same adoption procedure as prescribed 
for original plans in Section 15.2-2204 of the Code.  The plan update was prepared by the 
Planning Commission with the assistance of the Town staff and consultants.  The plan 
update is based upon the target date of 2027. 
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The data sources used in the preparation of the plan update include State, Federal, 
regional, and local reports, studies, and plans such as United State Census publications, 
Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) publications, Virginia Department of 
Transportation publications, locally generated plans dealing with specific work elements 
and functional plans for utilities and facilities, interviews with elected and appointed 
officials and citizens, and the 1994 Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The plan update describes a number of planning issues and existing and emerging 
conditions related to:  residential development; commercial development; industrial 
development; downtown revitalization; transportation system; recreation and public open 
spaces; natural features and environment; water and wastewater systems; and, public 
facilities and services. 
 
The continuation of its present physical appearance and form is very important to the 
Town if it is to maintain it character and appeal among jurisdictions in the region.  
Development patterns are well established.  Well engineered and sustainable 
development is preferred and should be promoted to achieve the Town’s desired general 
physical appearance and form.  Enhanced subdivision regulations, development design 
standards, and zoning ordinance amendments are tools that may help the Town improve 
development generally and help achieve its desired physical appearance and form.   
 
The vision statement is a major component of the planning process and serves as the 
starting point for the development of goals and objectives and an action plan which guide 
the implementation of the comprehensive plan update. 
 


TOWN OF LAWRENCEVILLE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE VISION STATEMENT 


 
The Town of Lawrenceville seeks to maintain its small town character, charm, and 
natural beauty.  The Town is intent upon revitalizing its downtown and protecting 
natural environmental systems.  It will accomplish its objectives by:  concentrating 


commercial and industrial development in appropriate areas where adequate 
infrastructure exist to support such development; balancing residential and 


commercial land uses; maintaining and improving its infrastructure; seeking 
assistance to improve neighborhoods; seeking sustainable economic development; 


protecting and preserving the natural environment and surface and ground waters; 
promoting smart growth practices and prudent land use decisions; and, assessing 


options to provide areas where growth can occur. 
 


Chapter II:  Population, Housing, and Economy 
 
In the past forty years, Lawrenceville has shown a population trend similar to many small 
towns across the United States.  The Town’s population has continued to decline.  The 
Town’s population totaled 1,941 people in 1960.  This figure decreased to 1,636 people 
according to the 1970 Census.  The Town had 1,484 people in 1980, but remained about 
the same in 1990 with a population of 1,486 people.   
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According to Census 2000, the Town’s population was 1,275 people.  The Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Service estimated that the Town’s population as of July 1, 2005 
was 1,157 people. The Census Bureau estimated the Town’s 2006 population to be 1,155 
people.   


 
The median age of residents of Lawrenceville increased from 23.5 years in 1990 to 24.7 
years in 2000.  Most of the population loss recorded between the 1990 and 2000 censuses 
occurred in the age cohorts normally associated with people starting their work careers.     
 
In 1990, there were 683 (46%) males and 803 (54%) females.  The 2000 population was 
comprised of 553 (43%) males and 722 (57%) females. 
 
Of the 1,275 people in Lawrenceville in 2000, there were 824 (64.6%) black or African 
American people and 424 (33.3%) white people.  These two groups accounted for 97.9% 
of the Town’s population.  There were two American Indian and/or Alaska Natives, three 
Asians, and 20 people of two or more races in Lawrenceville in 2000. 
 
In Lawrenceville in 2000, 558 people, or 43.8% of the Town’s total population, were 
enrolled in schools.  In 2000, 389 people, or 69.7% of the Town’s population enrolled in 
school (558) were enrolled in college or graduate school.   


 
In 2000, over 70.4% of Lawrenceville’s population aged 25 years and over (631 people) 
were high school graduates or higher.  Over twenty-four percent (24.4%) held an 
associate’s degree or higher.   


 
Census 2000 reported there were 1,109 people 15 years old or older in Lawrenceville.  Of 
this total, 357 people (32.2%) were married in 2000.   


 
There were 376 total households in Lawrenceville in 2000.  Of the total, 209 (55.6%) 
were family households and 167 (44.4%) were non-family households.  Of the non-
family households, 149 were situations wherein the householder lived alone.  In 2000, the 
average household size in Lawrenceville was 2.35 people while the average family size 
was 3.16 people.  In 2000, there were 108 households with individuals under 18 years old 
and 137 households with individuals 65 years and over. 
 
Based on local observations, and considering the potential impact of some in-fill 
development and new developments that have occurred or are occurring (such as 
Brunswick Manor), Lawrenceville’s population should stabilize at about 1,200 people 
during the planning period.  The nearly identical estimates made in 2005 by the Weldon 
Cooper Center and in 2006 by the Census Bureau lend some additional credibility to this 
assumption. 
 
Approximately half of the land in Lawrenceville is utilized for residential purposes or 
platted for future residential development.  The total number of housing units in 
Lawrenceville in 2000 was 459 (100 percent data) as recorded by Census 2000.  The 
number of occupied housing units was reported to be 376 (100 percent data) in 2000.   
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Single-family residences continue to be the dominant housing type in Virginia and in 
Lawrenceville.  Single units (detached) accounted for about 80.9% of the Town’s total 
units in 2000.  Nearly all the development of lots for single family structures has occurred 
along State maintained roads and private drives.  No new traditional subdivisions have 
been developed.  Brunswick Manor is a notable multifamily development completed 
along Union Street since 2000.  Census 2000 reported that 384 people (30.1%) of the 
Town’s total population of 1,275 lived in (group quarters) college dormitories while 38 
people (2.9%) lived in correctional institutions. 
 
In 2000, of the 376 occupied housing units, 219 (58.2%) were owner-occupied.  Renters 
occupied 157 (41.8%) of the occupied housing units counted. 
 
Proportion-wise, the quality of the housing stock is improving, although there still may 
be many families living in houses that might not be suited to their needs.  In 2000, of the 
376 occupied housing units counted, only 20 (5.4%) were considered overcrowded (over 
1 person per room). 
 
In 2000, only 83 units (18.1%) of the Town’s 459 total housing units were classified 
vacant.  Of the total, only 3 (0.7%) were for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. 
Census 2000 reports there were an average of 2.35 people per household in 
Lawrenceville, less that the State average of 2.54 people per household.  The average 
family size in Lawrenceville in 2000 was 3.16 people. 
 
The median number of rooms in Lawrenceville’s total housing units recorded by Census 
2000 was reported as 6.1 rooms.   


 
Since 2000, Lawrenceville has seen a slow level of residential building activity.  As of 
January, 2008, fifteen (15) housing units have been added to the Town’s housing stock, 
including two (2) on Goodrich Street-Davenport Lane, one (1) on High Street, and one 
(1) on Railroad Street in conjunction with CDBG projects.  
 
Of the 450 housing units included in the Census 2000 sample data, 102 (22.7%) have been 
added since 1970.  Census 2000, using sample data, recorded a total of 348 housing units as 
being more than thirty years old.   


 
Of the Town’s 374 occupied housing units (based on sample data) in 2000, 6 (1.6%) 
lacked complete plumbing facilities while 4 (1.1%) lacked complete kitchen facilities. 
Lawrenceville has been working to continue to rectify substandard housing conditions.  
Improvements to some structures in Town since 2000 have contributed to a general 
improvement in the Town’s housing stock.  The Town continues to seek support to 
improve neighborhoods and raise the quality of its housing stock.  The Town’s Goodrich 
(Street)-Davenport (Lane) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project has 
been completed and closed out.  The Town’s High Street CDBG project has been 
completed and closed out.  The Green Acres CDBG project, to be completed in 2008, is a 
project through Brunswick County. 
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Most of Lawrenceville’s 374 occupied housing units sampled by Census 2000 relied on 
fuel oil, kerosene, etc. for house heating fuel (climate control).  In 2000, of 
Lawrenceville’s occupied housing units, 26 (7.0%) did not choose to have telephone 
service and 57 (15.2%) did not have a vehicle available. 


 
In 2000, 86 units (43.0%) of the total recorded specified owner-occupied housing units 
(200) were valued between $50,000 and $99,999.  The median value of Lawrenceville’s 
specified owner-occupied housing units was $61,200.00.  This was a substantial increase 
from 1990 when the value was reported as $43,200.00. 
  
According to Census 2000, the median monthly owner costs for housing was $685.00 for 
the unit subset of selected owner-occupied housing units with a mortgage.  Another 129 
units (64.5%) in the subset (200 units) did not have a mortgage.  Census 2000 profiles 
rent statistics for 151 specified renter-occupied units based on sample data.  In 2000, the 
median monthly rent was reported to be $418.00, as opposed to 1990, when the median 
monthly rent was $189.00. 


 
Based on sample data, Census 2000 reported that the potential labor force in 
Lawrenceville, made up of people 16 years old and older, totaled 1,094 people.  Of this 
total, 625 people (57.1%) were in the labor force.  Of the 625 people in the labor force, 
498 people (79.7%) were employed and 127 people (20.1%) were unemployed.   
 
Over 58% of Lawrenceville’s workers in 2000 drove (car, truck, or van) alone to work; 
over 19% of Lawrenceville’s workers in 2000 carpooled; and, nearly 15% of 
Lawrenceville’s workers walked to work. 
 
Of the 498 workers sampled in 2000 that were 16 years and over, 350 (70.3%) were 
private wage and salary workers, while 137 (27.5%) were government workers and 11 
(2.2%) were reported as unpaid family workers. 
 
In Lawrenceville, commercial and service type development is centered primarily along 
Main Street, Hicks Street, New Hicks Street, New Street, Sharp Street, Railroad Street, 
and Meredith Street.  Also, there are retail establishments and personal services type 
establishments located throughout the Town and a light industrial area at the intersection 
of South Street and Railroad Street.  As of January 1, 2007, Lawrenceville’s boundary 
was adjusted to include the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center along U.S. 
Primary Highway 58.   
 
Notable industrial employers in the area include Brick and Tile Corporation of 
Lawrenceville and Hyponex Corporation.  The Town of Lawrenceville, Brunswick 
County Public Schools, and Brunswick County are notable governmental employers.   
Southside Virginia Community College, Saint Paul’s College, and Brunswick Academy 
are notable educational employers.  Corrections facilities (Brunswick Correction Center 
and Wackenhut Corrections) are notable quasi-public employers as well.   
 







Lawrenceville, Virginia  Executive Summary 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update   
                                                                                                                                   


Town of Lawrenceville, Virginia                               ES -                                           Community Planning Collaborative 6 


Lawrenceville continues to be proactive in supporting existing commercial development 
as well as in efforts to attract new commercial development.  The Town has been 
awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) by the State for downtown 
revitalization work and is moving forward with a Planning Grant.  The Town will also 
have a market analysis study done in conjunction with this work.  The Town is also 
studying revisions to its current incentives relative to development or redevelopment 
within its Enterprise Zone designation.  The Town may adopt new incentives as a part of 
the study effort.  The Town adopted a meals and lodging tax ordinance in April, 2007. 
 
The Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority works to attract industrial and 
economic expansions to the County and Town.  The Authority commissioned a study by 
Leak-Goforth Company, LLC and URBANOMICS, Inc. to identify economic 
development opportunities and recommend strategies aimed at attracting capital 
investments and jobs to the County.  The resulting study “Economic Development 
Strategy Brunswick County, Virginia September 2003” (“Leak-Goforth study”) is on file 
in the Lawrenceville Town Manager’s Office.  The Leak-Goforth study opined that 
Brunswick County is well suited for a variety of manufacturing and non-manufacturing 
activities and recommended seven (7) business and industry clusters:  forest products and 
related industries; general manufacturing (particularly transportation equipment, plastics 
and rubber products, and fabricated metal products); warehousing and distribution; waste 
management and technology; law enforcement administration and training; agricultural 
sciences and agribusiness; and recreation and tourism.  At the time of this writing, the 
Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority is considering development of a 
Small Business Incubator Feasibility Study. 
 
Lawrenceville is a member of Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville has 
been designated as the Trail Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail.  The Tobacco 
Heritage Trail is a multi-jurisdictional rail to trails initiative that has been master planned.  
Abandoned Norfolk-Southern Railway right of way must be acquired for rails to trails 
use. 
 
An abandoned school building on Park Street (owned by Brunswick County) has been 
identified as the potential site for an artisan’s center.  The Town and County should 
continue to work with the State to make this proposal a reality.  
 
Neither the U.S. Department of Commerce (Bureau of Economic Analysis), nor the 
Virginia Employment Commission provides income estimates for towns.  However, 
based on sample data, Census 2000 reported that in Lawrenceville, the per capita income 
was $12,353.00; the median household income was $28,594.00; and, the median family 
income was $41,875.00.  


 
Chapter III:  Community Facilities 


 
Chapter III describes existing community facilities available in and around 
Lawrenceville.  EXHIBIT III-A on page III-15 provides a general overview of the 
relative location of selected community facilities. 
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Lawrenceville contains many historic buildings, which as a unit should be preserved as 
typical iron- and brick- construction of the late 1800’s.  Lawrenceville was created 
officially by an act of the General Assembly on January 22, 1814.  Lawrenceville was 
incorporated in 1874. 
 
Verizon maintains telephone service within Lawrenceville.  Several other 
communications companies serve the surrounding area including:  Sprint, Bell Atlantic, 
and Buggs Island Telephone Services.  Cellular service providers include Verizon, Sprint, 
Nextel, Cingular, and Alltel. 
 
Tobacco Program (Buyout) Money was used to install a fiber optics line along U.S. 
Highway 58 with a line to Saint Paul’s College.  Lawrenceville is one of five towns to get 
additional grant money to develop a fiber optics test site. 
 
Lawrenceville is provided electric service by Dominion Virginia Power. 
 
The Brunswick Volunteer Rescue Squad provides basic Life Support and Advanced Life 
Support services. 
 
The Lawrenceville Fire Department is quartered in the Lawrenceville Town Hall on Main 
Street.  Lawrenceville also benefits from mutual aid agreements with other departments 
serving Brunswick County. 
 
The Lawrenceville Town Police Department includes five full-time employees.  
Additional police protection is provided by the Brunswick County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Virginia State Police.  The Sheriff’s Department is located in Lawrenceville on 
New Hicks Street. 
 
Library service is provided to Lawrenceville by the Meherrin Regional Library.  
 
Medical (hospital and emergency room) services are available at Community Memorial 
Hospital in South Hill, Southern Regional Hospital in Emporia; and Petersburg General 
Hospital in Petersburg.  Public health services are administered by the Virginia State 
Health Department.  Brunswick Mental Health Services, located in Lawrenceville, 
provides direct services to residents.  Ruxton Health of Lawrenceville (formerly The 
Brian Center Nursing Care-Lawrenceville) began operation in June 1989 and is a 90-bed 
nursing home facility. 
 
Brunswick County is serviced by Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation.  A gas 
transmission line crosses the County (east-west) south of Lawrenceville and north of 
Brodnax. 
 
The Town has hosted baseball tournaments at its historic ball field located near the 
Lawrenceville Town Hall.  The SCORE Recreation Park (started in 2005), just east of 
Lawrenceville on Lawrenceville Plank Road will provide athletic fields, tennis courts, a 
track, a retreat center, an amphitheater, and cabins. 
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In addition to Lake Gaston, the Meherrin and Nottoway Rivers and numerous creeks and 
ponds offer fine canoeing and fishing.  The Great Creek Watershed Project provides 
additional opportunities for water-related recreational activities. 
 
Virginia’s Department of Rails and Public Transportation has plans to develop the 
Southeast High Speed Rail line in the alignment of CSX’s abandoned Seaboard Railroad 
corridor (called the S-Line). 
 
The Brunswick County Public School System serves Lawrenceville.  The school system 
consists of Brunswick High School and Technical Center, J.S. Russell Middle School, 
Meherrin-Powellton Elementary School, Red Oak-Sturgeon Elementary School, and 
Totaro Elementary School.  Administrative offices for the system were relocated from a 
central location in Lawrenceville to the former Sturgeon Elementary School building 
northeast of Town as of December 2006. 
 
Brunswick Academy, an independent co-educational facility consisting of grades K-12, is 
located within two miles of Lawrenceville. 
 
There are two colleges located in Brunswick County:  Saint Paul’s College and the 
Christanna Campus of the Southside Virginia Community College. 
 
Adult education programs are offered through the Brunswick County Public School 
System, Saint Paul’s College, and the Southside Virginia Community College’s 
Christanna Campus.  Other nearby institutions offering bachelor and advanced degree 
programs include Virginia State University, Richard Bland College, Longwood 
University, and Hampton-Sydney College. 
 
The Brunswick Waste Management Facility (landfill) is located east of Lawrenceville on 
VA Secondary Highway 733 (Mallard Crossing Road).  Within Lawrenceville, garbage is 
collected by the Town twice weekly from residences and daily from commercial 
establishments and transported to the landfill. 
 
Town offices, including Town Manager, Treasurer, and Police Department are located in 
the Lawrenceville Town Hall building at 400 North Main Street.  In addition to public 
meeting spaces, the Town Hall houses the Chamber of Commerce.  The Lawrenceville 
Fire Department is quartered in the Town Hall as well.  The Town Shop is located on 
Christanna Highway.  Some basic governmental functions such as building inspection 
and courts and justice are provided to Lawrenceville – as well as Alberta and Brodnax – 
by Brunswick County. 
 
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has been responsible for planning 
and implementing highway programs in the Commonwealth since the 1930’s.  
Lawrenceville benefits from a good transportation system featuring city-like avenues, 
streets, courts, lanes, etc., as well as a U.S. Highway and VA Primary Highways.  
Interstate highways are nearby. 
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Lawrenceville and Brunswick County is served by the Norfolk Southern Corporation 
(Norfolk-Franklin-Danville Railroad). 
 
Motor transport (freight service) is provided by numerous trucking companies, providing 
interstate shipping service and/or intrastate service. 
 
New sidewalks, connections between existing sidewalks, and general improvements to 
existing sidewalks are needed at various places in Town.  A sidewalk construction and 
improvement plan should be considered to identify and prioritize needs and generally 
plan for sidewalk construction and improvements. 
 
The Lawrenceville-Brunswick Airport, with a lighted runway of 3,020 feet and a 1,890 
foot alternate runway, is a general aviation facility.  The Mecklenburg-Brunswick 
Regional Airport is located near Brodnax in Mecklenburg County, about 12 miles west of 
Lawrenceville.  Commercial aviation facilities are in Richmond, Norfolk, and Raleigh-
Durham.. 
 
Lawrenceville owns and operates a public water system which serves the Town and some 
adjacent areas in Brunswick County.  The system obtains water from Great Creek using a 
2.0 million gallon per day (MGD) intake structure, with an auxiliary supply (1.0 MGD) 
from the Meherrin River. 
 
Lawrenceville owns and operates a wastewater collection and treatment system which 
serves the Town and some adjacent areas in Brunswick County.  The Lawrenceville 
wastewater treatment plant has a current capacity to treat 1.2 million gallons of sewage 
per day.  After removal of contaminants, treated water is returned to Rose’s Creek.  
Average flows at the plant are in the.850 MGD range.  The current site could be built to a 
maximum of 7.5 MGD and would accommodate 3.0-5.0 MGD. 
 
The development of a comprehensive capital improvements plan containing at least a 
narrative of the policies and procedures of various service providers serving 
Lawrenceville and estimates of the costs of capital projects should be undertaken. 
 


Chapter IV:  Existing Land Use and Development 
 
A moderate climate prevails in Lawrenceville with an average annual temperature of 57 
degrees.  Summer temperatures average 76.5 degrees, while winter temperatures average 
42 degrees.  The annual rainfall averages 43 inches. 
 
According to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Air 
Monitoring, no monitoring activity has occurred in Lawrenceville (or Brunswick County) 
in recent history.  No air quality problems exist in the area.  As far as National Air 
Quality Standards are concerned, Lawrenceville (and Brunswick County) are in 
compliance. 
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The stream and river flood plains in Lawrenceville (and the rest of Brunswick County) 
have been mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 
Washington, D.C.  The area qualifies for the National Flood Insurance Program. 
Copies of these maps are available for public inspection in the Town Hall. 
 
A detailed soil survey of Brunswick County (including Lawrenceville) is currently in 
process.  Currently, the best information available relates to soil associations as defined 
and mapped by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, which are 
on file in the Brunswick County Planning Department.   
 
The soils of Brunswick County have been classified (associated) into nine soil 
associations.  Three of the soil associations encompass Lawrenceville.  These are:  Cecil-
Appling-Madison Association; Appling Fine Gravelly Fine Sandy Loam-Cecil Fine 
Gravelly Fine Sandy Loam Association; and, Georgeville-Herndon Association.  The 
associations are rated according to limitations for selected uses.  All the soil 
classifications encompassing Lawrenceville are rated as slightly or moderately limited for 
various uses.  Lawrenceville is in the Piedmont province and is underlain by igneous and 
metamorphic rocks.  No mineral mining occurs in Lawrenceville. 
 
Lawrenceville is about 256 feet above sea level.  Elevations in Brunswick County range 
from 150 to 315 feet above sea level.  Drainage is provided by the Meherrin, Nottoway, 
and Roanoke Rivers and their tributaries.  The land surface of Lawrenceville slopes 
gradually toward the southeast.  Topographic conditions in Lawrenceville are generally 
not a deterrent to urban type. 
 
In 2005, the Southside Planning District Commission developed a Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for its jurisdictions to help reduce physical and economic losses in the 
wake of a natural disaster by encouraging proactive mitigation measures.  The plan 
consists of two parts, a Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) and the 
Mitigation Strategy.  The plan can be viewed at http://www.southsidepdc.org/hazmit.htm.  
 
The general location of various natural environmental constraints to development 
including soils types, wetlands, and flood plains are shown as EXHIBIT IV-A on page 
IV-4. 
 
General development patterns have not changed significantly in Lawrenceville in the past 
15 to 20 years.  The Town adjusted its boundaries effective January 1, 2007, increasing 
its area from about 1 square mile to about 1.5 square miles.  The area included by the 
boundary adjustment encompassed the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center 
along U.S. Highway 58 (west) and about 18 other parcels.  The entire area encompassed 
by the boundary adjustment has been zoned Business, General (B-G). 
 
Residential land uses account for about 18.5% of the Town’s total land area.  Residential 
uses include lands used for any type of housing unit, whether single family detached, 
two-family, or multi-family.  Business land uses account for about 8.4% of the Town’s 
total land area.  Business uses include lands and buildings used for retail, consumer 
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services, and professional activities.  Industrial land use is limited in Lawrenceville.  
Industrial land uses account for about 1.6% of the Town’s total land area.  Most industrial 
uses are accessory uses such as loading areas, parking, and storage.  Public, semi-public, 
institutional, civic, religious, and cemetery uses account for about 17.9% of the Town’s 
total land area.  Saint Paul’s College, government buildings, and cemeteries account for 
the vast majority of parcels included in this land use classification.  Other lands fall in the 
vacant or unimproved category.  About 36.2% of the Town’s land area is vacant or 
unimproved.  About 17.4% of the Town’s land area is classified as rights of way and 
easements. 
 
EXHIBIT IV-B on page IV-7, shows the existing land use and development in 
Lawrenceville.  EXHIBIT IV-C on page IV-8 shows the existing land use categories and 
tabulates:  estimated number of parcels in each category; estimated percentage of the 
Town’s total parcels represented by each category; estimated acreage in each category; 
and, estimated percentage of the Town’s total acreage represented by each category. 
 
Current development trends in Lawrenceville are expected to continue during the 
planning period.  Some redevelopment of properties--both residential properties and 
business properties--is anticipated.  Some properties’ land uses will change during the 
planning period. 
 
Some platted and developable lots are available for residential purposes within the Town.  
Generally, these are dispersed within the southeast and northwest quadrants of the Town.  
However, environmental constraints may keep many platted but vacant or unimproved 
lots from being developed.  Some in-fill residential development in established 
neighborhoods is anticipated.  However, no large tracts suitable for residential 
development remain within the Town.  Such tracts could provide adequate area for 
additional residential development that is necessary to meet identified housing needs.  
Consideration of a zoning overlay to allow more housing options for properties on or 
adjacent to Saint Paul’s College may also help to meet projected needs. 
 
Projected future commercial development will likely occur as in-fill development in, or 
adjacent to areas that are currently used for such purposes.  Consideration of a zoning 
overlay applying to core downtown areas may enhance interest in private investment in 
some unused or under used downtown properties.  The Town has a vested interest in 
maintaining its appealing downtown.  Town residents have expressed the desire to study 
strategies to ensure new development incorporates building types and styles (i.e. brick 
and mortar, limited signage, low level exterior lighting, etc.) that are consistent with and 
compliment existing downtown buildings and generally enhance Lawrenceville’s small 
town charm.  As guidelines are discussed and developed, the Town should encourage all 
parties interested in developing or redeveloping downtown, to recognize and contribute to 
the downtown’s appeal. 
 
Vacant or unimproved parcels encompassed by the Town’s boundary adjustment adjacent 
to and surrounding the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center are projected for 
commercial development.  However, the nature and extent of such development is 
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uncertain given the presence of environmental constraints associated with many of these 
parcels.  Conversion of some properties’ uses is likely as well during the planning period.   


 
Chapter V:  Plan for the Future 


 
Projected future land use patterns are discussed and mapped in this chapter.  Also, the 
Town’s goals with respect to ten (10) issue areas are included.  Objectives for achieving 
the Town’s goals and achieving the desired future land use patterns are listed.  The future 
land use plan and the goals and objectives included here are developed based upon 
analysis of planning issues, existing and emerging conditions, emerging and projected 
trends, and the desires of residents as articulated in public meetings and through elected 
and appointed officials. 
 
The projected future land use plan delineates the areas in Lawrenceville best suited for 
various land uses.  The projected future land use plan is used in conjunction with the 
Town’s goals and objectives included in the chapter to express the Town’s vision for its 
future.  The future land use plan and goals and objectives can be used either to formulate 
new land use policies governing zoning and development-related regulations or to amend 
existing land use and development regulations.  The year 2020 is chosen as the target date 
for planning purposes. 
 
Projected future land use delineations notwithstanding, future land use patterns will be 
greatly influenced by two factors:  private market forces and the presence of 
environmental constraints to land development. 
 
The future land use plan divides the Town into seven principal areas:  single family 
residential; two-family residential; multi-family residential; business; industrial; 
public/open space/institutional; and, the Courthouse Square.  Rights of way and 
easements are also shown.   
 
Generally, single family (light density) residential areas will comprise the northwest and 
southeast quadrants of the Town and will encompass about 197 acres or about 25.5% of 
the Town’s total area.  However, most of the area designated is already developed or has 
potential environmental constraints to development so the actual developable area will be 
less as discussed below.  
 
Generally, two-family (medium density) residential areas will encompass about 40 acres 
or about 5.2% of the Town’s total area.  However, most of the area designated is already 
developed or has potential environmental constraints to development so the actual 
developable area will be less as discussed below.  
 
Generally, multi-family (heavy density) residential areas will encompass about 10 acres 
or about 1.3% of the Town’s total area.  However, most of the area designated is already 
developed or has potential environmental constraints to development so the actual 
developable area will be less as discussed below.   
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Generally, business areas will encompass about 207 acres or about 26.7% of the Town’s 
total area.  However, most of the area designated is already developed or has potential 
environmental constraints to development so the actual developable area will be less as 
discussed below. 
 
Generally, industrial areas will encompass about 9 acres or about 1.2% of the Town’s 
total area.  However, most of the area designated is already developed or has potential 
environmental constraints to development so the actual developable area will be less as 
discussed below.  
 
Generally, public/open space/institutional areas will be found in the northeast quadrant of 
Town and along 5th Avenue and will encompass about 175 acres or about 22.6% of the 
Town’s total area.  However, most of the area designated is already developed or has 
potential environmental constraints to development so the actual developable area will be 
less as discussed below.  Saint Paul’s College accounts for the vast majority of this area. 
The Courthouse Square will continue to encompass about one (1) acre or less than 1% of 
the Town’s total area.  No additional development within this classification is anticipated 
during the planning period.  However, as discussed below, the creation and use of zoning 
overlays may help to ensure future development or redevelopment efforts contribute 
positively to the Town’s developed landscape--particularly the Courthouse Square--
thereby helping to continue and accentuate its character and small town charm.  
 
About 135 acres or about 17.4% of the Town’s land area will continue to be used as 
rights of way and easements. 
 
EXHIBIT V-A on page V-6 shows projected future land use patterns and development in 
Lawrenceville.  EXHIBIT V-B on page V-7 shows the projected future land use 
categories and tabulates:  estimated number of parcels encompassed in each category; 
estimated percentage of the Town’s total parcels represented by each category; estimated 
acreage encompassed in each category; and, estimated percentage of the Town’s total 
acreage represented by each category. 
 
Areas of the southwest and northeast quadrants of the Town, as well as potential areas in 
the Town’s southeast quadrant, have environmental constraints (such as Great Creek and 
Rose Creek) to development that may preclude development or require mitigation 
measures.  The southwest quadrant of the Town is projected to be used for business and 
public, open space, and institutional land uses.  The northeast quadrant is projected to be 
used for public, open space, and institutional uses.  The southeast quadrant of the Town is 
projected to be used for single family residential land uses.  The northwest quadrant of 
the Town is not severely impacted by environmental constraints to development and is 
projected to be used for single-family residential uses as well as two-family and multi-
family residential uses. 
 
The Town may consider the creation of zoning overlays to establish additional land use 
and development requirements within certain areas (zones) in Town, particularly in the 
area generally encompassing and immediately adjacent to the core downtown business 







Lawrenceville, Virginia  Executive Summary 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update   
                                                                                                                                   


Town of Lawrenceville, Virginia                               ES -                                           Community Planning Collaborative 14 


district.  Overlays, such as a historic district overlay encompassing the area of the Town 
that has been designated as a historic district, may be considered with current business 
zoning for the downtown commercial area.  Similarly, the Town should consider creating 
a higher education institution overlay to the public, open space and institutional zoning 
district to help ensure improvements made on the Saint Paul’s College contribute 
positively to the Town’s developed landscape. 
 
In Lawrenceville, some of the projected future commercial development will likely occur 
as in-fill development in, or adjacent to areas that are currently used for such purposes.  
Consideration of a zoning overlay applying to core downtown areas may enhance interest 
in private investment in some unused or under used downtown properties.  The Town has 
a vested interest in maintaining its appealing downtown.  Some Town residents have 
expressed the desire to study strategies to ensure new development incorporates building 
types and styles (i.e. brick and mortar, limited signage, low level exterior lighting, etc.) 
that are consistent with and compliment existing downtown buildings and generally 
enhance Lawrenceville’s small town charm.  As guidelines are discussed and developed, 
the Town should encourage all parties interested in developing or redeveloping 
downtown, to recognize and contribute to the downtown’s appeal. 
 
Conversion of some properties’ uses is likely as well during the planning period.  The 
conversion of public properties to commercial uses is also anticipated.  For example, the 
conversion of an abandoned school site along Third Avenue for use as an artisan center 
has been discussed.  Similarly, the conversion and improvement of commercial unused or 
underused properties downtown for use as a business incubator facility is also a 
possibility, as is the use of the second story(s) of commercial buildings for residential 
uses such as apartments or condominiums.  The zoning ordinance would have to be 
changed to allow this. 
 
EXHIBIT V-C on page V-10 provides a more realistic picture of the limited area within 
Lawrenceville left for growth and development generally.  EXHIBIT V-C shows the:  
estimated acreages encompassed by each future land use category; estimated acreages 
already developed (or used) or exhibiting potential development constraints in each 
future land use category; and, estimated net probable developable areas (acres) likely in 
each future land use category. 
 
Of the estimated 197 acres encompassed by the single family residential category, 150 
acres are estimated to be already developed or exhibiting potential development 
constraints, leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 47 acres.    
 
Of the estimated 40 acres encompassed by the two-family residential category, 7 acres 
are estimated to be already developed or exhibiting potential development constraints, 
leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 33 acres.   
 
Of the estimated 10 acres encompassed by the multi-family residential category, 6 acres 
are estimated to be already developed or exhibiting potential development constraints, 
leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 4 acres.   
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Of the estimated 207 acres encompassed by the business category, 175 acres are 
estimated to be already developed or exhibiting potential development constraints, 
leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 32 acres.  
 
Of the estimated 9 acres encompassed by the industrial category, 9 acres are estimated to 
be already developed or exhibiting potential development constraints, leaving an 
estimated net probable developable area of 0 acres.   
 
Of the estimated 175 acres encompassed by the public, open space, and institutional 
category, 150 acres are estimated to be already developed or exhibiting potential 
development constraints, leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 25 acres.   
Of the estimated 1 acre encompassed by the Courthouse Square category, 1 acre is 
estimated to be already developed, leaving an estimated net probable developable area of 
0 acres.  
 
Of the estimated 135 acres encompassed by the rights of way and easements category, 
135 acres are estimated to be already developed, leaving an estimated net probable 
developable area of 0 acres.  
 
Some of the land within some categories will likely remain so as market forces and 
economic factors contribute to make some parcels undesirable and thus not used as 
projected.  Finally, some of the land areas within some categories, if even proposed for 
development, may require lot and site specific analysis to accurately determine a given 
parcel’s development potential and subsequent mitigation measures.  Additional areas for 
residential and perhaps commercial growth should be considered with respect to meeting 
anticipated needs, while avoiding environmental constraints to development that may 
exist.   
 
The comprehensive plan’s goals and objectives are to be integrated into the Town-wide 
planning process to enhance desirable development practices for future growth.  Goals 
are long-range community aspirations for the significant positive gains that should  
be achieved by the Town and serve to establish the future direction of Lawrenceville. 
Objectives are guidelines for action which direct the accomplishment of goals and  
enable the Town to respond to a wide range of problems as they arise.  The goals (and  
objectives) do not dictate to Town officials any actions that must be taken and as such are  
not binding, but rather set forth positive suggestions that can be both a yardstick for  
measuring the effectiveness of present planning activities, as well as a foundation for  
future planning efforts.  Although numbered in the plan for identification, objectives are  
not prioritized.  
 
Residential Development Goal:  Ensure future residential development in and adjacent to 
Lawrenceville is consistent with existing development patterns, is sustainable, is 
aesthetically pleasing, and compliments the Town’s character.  Nineteen (19) objectives 
are included for this goal. 


 







Lawrenceville, Virginia  Executive Summary 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update   
                                                                                                                                   


Town of Lawrenceville, Virginia                               ES -                                           Community Planning Collaborative 16 


Commercial Development Goal:  Ensure and promote economic development that 
compliments Lawrenceville’s image and character, assures employment stability, and 
provides ready access to needed goods and services in the Town.  Twenty-nine (29) 
objectives are included for this goal. 
 
Industrial Development Goal:  Ensure sustainable industrial development in suitable 
areas adjacent to Lawrenceville where such activities already occur or can be reasonably 
accommodated by utilities and public facilities and services.  Nine (9) objectives are 
included for this goal. 
 
Downtown Revitalization Goal:  Ensure commercial and governmental buildings in 
Lawrenceville are an attractive, contiguous formation, with well maintained facades and 
underground utilities and help to promote a pedestrian friendly community.  Six (6) 
objectives are included for this goal. 
 
Transportation System Goal:  Ensure a balanced and efficient transportation system 
serving Lawrenceville that will shape and serve growth areas and provide a safe, efficient 
transportation system given State and local finances, topography, geography, natural 
systems, and surrounding land uses and development.  Nineteen (19) objectives are 
included for this goal. 
 
Recreation and Public Open Spaces Goal:  Ensure proper planning for and provision of 
recreational opportunities to Lawrenceville residents and visitors, while preserving open 
spaces and protecting the natural environment.  Nine (9) objectives are included for this 
goal. 
 
Natural Features and Environment Goal:  Ensure the wise use of the Lawrenceville’s 
nonrenewable earth and mineral resources and air quality, while protecting the beauty of 
the landscape and conserving the protective functions of wetlands and flood plains.  
Eighteen (18) objectives are included for this goal. 
 
Water and Wastewater Systems Goal:  Ensure water and wastewater (sewer) systems 
meet the needs of Lawrenceville residents and out-of-town utility customers.  Twelve 
(12) objectives are included for this goal. 
 
Public Facilities and Services Goal:  Ensure citizens of Lawrenceville have access to 
adequate public facilities and  services such as health care, educational programs, and 
social services and ensure that public facilities and services are sized, located, and 
managed to protect or  restore the quality of the natural environment while providing 
adequate levels of service to meet the needs of citizens.  Twenty-four (24) objectives are 
included for this goal. 


 
Chapter VI:  Tools for Managing Development 


 
Chapter VI has four basic purposes.  First, the narrative explains the role of the 
comprehensive plan update as a guide for land use decision-making.  Second, it describes 
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Lawrenceville’s existing land use related policies, ordinances, and regulations and how 
they will be coordinated and employed to implement the land use and development goals 
of the comprehensive plan update.  Third, additional tools, such as new or amended 
ordinances, capital improvements planning, property acquisition, boundary adjustment, or 
other specific projects that may selected by Lawrenceville to implement the plan update 
are discussed.  Finally, an action plan lists and describes the priority actions that 
Lawrenceville may take to implement the plan update and provides a general schedule for 
accomplishing the actions cited. 
 
The comprehensive plan includes information related to development management such 
as:  (1) a description of the Town’s current development management program; (2) a 
description of the role that this program will play in implementing the plan; and, (3) a 
description of the steps that the Town will take to coordinate the ordinances and codes to 
implement the comprehensive plan update.  Generally, management of the development 
program in the Town is coordinated through the Lawrenceville Town Manager.  The 
Town relies on Brunswick County for programs such as building inspections and public 
health related regulations.   
 
Tools that will be used to implement the plan, in addition to those already included in the 
existing development management program, are grouped into ten categories.  These are:  
ordinances and ordinance amendments, capital improvements program, land acquisition 
program, boundary adjustment, area(s) housing plan(s) development, downtown, 
corridor, and area(s) plan(s), update and amendment of the comprehensive plan, 
interagency cooperation, utility master planning, and specific projects.  
 
Eighteen (18) action items are listed in EXHIBIT VI-B, ACTION PLAN AND 
SCHEDULE on page VI-8 through VI-10.  The schedule covers a 5-year period.  The 
action plan and schedule can be a useful tool for the Town’s elected and appointed 
leaders, and the general public to gauge the implementation status of the comprehensive 
plan.  Daily or routine actions are also necessary to implement the plan and these are 
included in the previous chapter as objectives. 
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Chapter I:  Introduction 
 
A comprehensive plan is a statement of long-range policies made by the governing body 
of a community concerning its future physical development.  Comprehensive planning is 
one process available to local government for addressing current issues, anticipating 
needs, and scheduling public improvements.  Community values should be preserved and 
public funds be spent prudently if growth and development are occurring and if public 
funds must be spent to provide facilities.  It is the purpose of the Lawrenceville 2007 
Comprehensive Plan Update (comprehensive plan update or plan update) to provide a 
sound basis for the preparation of detailed functional plans which will serve as a general 
guide in the day-to-day decisions of Town government.  It establishes goals and 
objectives for managing the future growth and development of the Town.  It contains an 
inventory and analysis of existing land use and growth trends.  The plan update also 
examines factors including natural systems and environmental conditions, transportation, 
population, economy, housing, and community facilities.  It contains recommendations 
for the general development of the Town. 
 
As prescribed by State law, the comprehensive plan update shall be general in nature, in 
that it shall designate the general or approximate location, character, and extent of each 
feature shown on the plan and shall indicate where existing lands or facilities are 
proposed to be extended, widened, removed, relocated, vacated, narrowed, abandoned, or 
changed in use as the case may be.  The plan update, with accompanying maps, exhibits, 
charts, and descriptive matter, shall show the long-range recommendations for the 
general development of the territory covered by the document. 
 
The comprehensive plan update may also be considered a guide to managing resources 
wherever a balance is sought between competing needs – for example, protecting the 
environment’s aesthetic or cultural qualities versus providing the population and its 
interests with needs such as shopping areas, housing, and industrial employment. 
 
A.  This is Lawrenceville, Virginia 


 
The Town of Lawrenceville lies in the south central part of Virginia in the geographic 
center of Brunswick County.  U.S. Highway 58 and VA Primary Highway 46 pass 
through Lawrenceville.  Interstate 85 is located 8 miles to the northwest and Interstate 95 
is located 18 miles to the east.  The Town is centrally located in Southside Virginia and is 
the center of commerce and government for Brunswick County.  Lawrenceville 
encompasses an area of less than 1.5 square miles and is the home to more than 1,150 
residents. See EXHIBIT I-A. 
 
Lawrenceville’s economy is based on retail trade, construction, educational services, 
public administration, wood products, timber management, and health services.  
Agriculture, once the highest basic employer in the area, has been displaced by these 
industries over the last thirty years.  A private prison located just east of the Town limits 
is a major employer in the region. 
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Lawrenceville serves as the County Seat for Brunswick County and as such, attracts a 
number of office workers to the downtown area.  Brunswick County was formed in 1720 
from Prince George, Isle of Wight, and Surry Counties.  Today the County consists of 
about 579 square miles with a population of about 18,400 (including Lawrenceville 
residents).     
 
The present Lawrenceville became the County Seat in 1781.  In 1874, the General 
Assembly of Virginia approved a Town Charter for Lawrenceville.  The original charter 
identified the Town as 20 acres of land to be divided into lots.  The history of 
Lawrenceville is discussed in more detail in Chapter III. 


 
B.  Purpose and Authority to Plan 
 
Comprehensive planning is the process by which a locality participates in and prepares 
for the future uses of its land.  Generally, the comprehensive planning process examines 
existing conditions and needs, formulates goal and policy guidelines, considers 
opportunities and alternatives, and makes recommendations for the future physical 
development of the Town.  It is a general working document intended for use by the 
Town Council, Planning Commission, Town officials, local public agencies, community 
developers, and the general citizenry.  When the comprehensive plan is adopted and 
followed, it facilitates more rational and responsive decision-making.  Although it has no 
direct regulatory effect, it provides the public decision maker a rationale for the 
resolution of zoning and subdivision cases and other land-use issues. 
 
A comprehensive plan is defined as an official public document adopted by the Town 
Council as a policy guide to decisions about the physical development of the Town.   
Title 15.2, Chapter 22 of the Code of Virginia, establishes the basic planning 
responsibilities for Virginia localities.  The Code provides that a local planning 
commission shall prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the physical 
development of the territory within its jurisdiction.  Every governing body in Virginia 
shall have adopted such a plan for the territory under its jurisdiction by July 1, 1980.  In 
the preparation of a comprehensive plan, the Planning Commission shall make careful 
and comprehensive surveys and studies of the existing conditions and trends of growth, 
and of the probable future requirements of its territory and inhabitants.  The 
comprehensive plan shall be made with the purpose of guiding and accomplishing a 
coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the territory, which will, in 
accordance with present and probable future needs and resources, best promote the 
health, safety, morals, order, convenience, and prosperity and general welfare of the 
inhabitants. The comprehensive plan update may include, but need not be limited to: 
 


• designation of areas for various types of public and private development 
and use, such as different kinds of residential, business, industrial, 
agricultural, conservation, recreation, public service, flood plain and 
drainage, and other areas; 
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• designation of a system of transportation facilities such as streets, roads, 
highways, parkways, railways, bridges, viaducts, waterways, airports, 
ports, terminals, and other like facilities; 


• designation of a system of community service facilities such as parks, 
forests, schools, playgrounds, public buildings and institutions, hospitals, 
community centers, waterworks, sewage disposal or waste disposal areas, 
and the like; 


• designation of historical areas and areas for urban renewal or other 
treatment; 


• designation of areas for the implementation of reasonable groundwater 
protection measures; 


• an official map, a capital improvements program, a subdivision ordinance, 
a zoning ordinance and zoning district maps and agricultural and forestal 
district maps, where applicable; and, 


• designation of areas for the implementation of measures to promote the 
construction and maintenance of affordable housing, sufficient to meet the 
current and future needs of residents of all levels of income in the locality 
while considering the current and future needs of the planning district 
within which the locality is situated. 


 
In the preparation of a comprehensive plan, the Planning Commission shall survey and 
study such matters as:  (1) the use of land, preservation of agricultural and forested land,  
production of food and fiber, characteristics and conditions of existing development, 
trends of growth or changes, natural resources, historic areas, ground water, surface 
water, geologic factors, population factors, employment, environmental and economic 
factors, existing public facilities, drainage, flood control and flood damage prevention 
measures, transportation facilities, the need for affordable housing in both the locality and 
planning district within which it is situated, and any other matters relating to the subject 
matter and general purpose of the comprehensive plan; and, (2) probable future economic 
and population growth of the territory and requirements therefore. 
 
Upon completion, plan updates must undergo the same adoption procedure as prescribed 
for original plans in Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia (the Code).  This 
legislation requires that the citizens of the Town be afforded the opportunity to review 
and comment on the plan update.  The Code specifies that at least one public hearing be 
held before the Planning Commission recommends the plan to the Town Council.  Prior 
to holding a public hearing, the Planning Commission must publish a notice specifying 
the time and place of the hearing.  This notice must be published once a week for two (2) 
successive weeks, and not more than twenty-one (21) days or less than six (6) weeks 
prior to the public hearing, in a newspaper having general circulation in the Town.  The 
Planning Commission and the Town Council may hold a joint public hearing on the plan.  
If a joint hearing is held, only the Town Council need publish a notice of the joint 
hearing. 
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C.  Planning Methodology 
 
This comprehensive plan update was prepared by the Planning Commission with the 
assistance of the Town staff and consultants.  As an official statement of public policy, it 
will also be of value to other governmental agencies, the business community, and 
private citizens.  The goal of this plan update is not to chart a rigid course for the future.  
A rigid course is neither possible nor desirable.  The conditions upon which this update is 
based will change, making even the most careful forecasts somewhat inaccurate.  Policies 
and attitudes also change; consequently, so should the plans and programs upon which 
they are based. 
 
This plan update is based upon the target date of 2027.  However, the Planning 
Commission and the Town Council must not lose sight of the fact that the achievement of 
the goals identified herein will require a continuous effort during the next five year 
period.  Such a continuous effort will be required to obtain governmental savings in the 
provision of services during the planning period.  All groups concerned with 
comprehensive planning can greatly increase the efficiency, adequacy, and quality of the 
governmental services if reliable information is available upon which to base decisions.  
This planning document contains much of the information essential to making decisions 
intelligently and should thereby reduce or prevent duplication of effort and investment. 
 
Although this plan focuses on the future, it is based upon present conditions within the 
Town.  As time passes, new data, unforeseen development in the Town, and the 
development of innovative planning techniques may necessitate updates of this 
document.  Therefore, the planning process should be considered a continuous task, 
demanding periodic re-evaluation and an update of economic, demographic, and land use 
projections.  This plan should be considered as a flexible guide that may be revised at any 
time that changing conditions warrant a revision.  However, as prescribed by Virginia 
law, at least once every five years the plan shall be reviewed by the Planning 
Commission to determine whether it is advisable to amend the plan. 
 
A significant requirement in the development of the comprehensive plan update was the 
collection and evaluation of adequate information relative to the geographic, 
demographic, and economic conditions of the Town.  Geographic data reveals the various 
physiographic advantages and limitations characteristic of the Town, including water, 
mineral, slopes, and soil types.  Equally important is the evaluation for the growth 
potential of the area in terms of population that it can be expected to sustain.  The factors 
of probable future size, composition, basic characteristics, and spatial distribution of the 
population are significant in the effects of the extent and types of possible future land 
development.  Proper land use planning also requires an economic analysis of the area as 
a basis of its potential for continued economic growth. 
 
The data sources used in the preparation of this plan update include State, Federal, 
regional, and local reports, studies, and plans such as United States Census publications, 
Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) publications, Virginia Department of 
Transportation publications, locally generated plans dealing with specific work elements 
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and functional plans for utilities and facilities, interviews with elected and appointed 
officials and citizens, and the 1994 Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Since the drafting and adoption of the existing (1994) comprehensive plan, factors 
including an increased desire to revitalize downtown, improvements to water and 
wastewater systems; and, a boundary adjustment in 2006/2007 have brought to light the 
need for better land use and development controls.  It is recognized that development is 
occurring and will continue to occur, indeed, a healthy prospect for the Town.  However, 
the impact of its density, intensity, and location must be effectively guided to minimize 
any adverse affects, assuring that growth is a benefit instead of a liability to 
Lawrenceville and its citizens. 
 
D.  Citizen Participation and Intergovernmental Coordination 
 
Prior to adoption of this update or future amendments thereto by the Town Council, 
public hearings must be conducted.  Although public hearings are required prior to 
adopting this plan update, this planning effort went beyond this requirement and began to 
solicit citizen participation at the beginning of the process.  The Town conducted public 
meetings.  A scoping workshop was conducted which included the Planning 
Commission, Town staff, and consultants.  In addition, the Planning Commission 
discussed the comprehensive plan update at meetings and workshops held throughout the 
process.  During the development of this update, the comprehensive plans of the Town of 
Alberta and Brunswick County were reviewed and considered.  
 
Citizen participation (and intergovernmental coordination) was (and continues to be) 
solicited through the current, on-going planning processes in place in Lawrenceville.   
The Town Manager oversees all Town planning, zoning, and land development activities.  
The Town Manager works closely with the Town Council and Planning Commission.  
The Commission meets as needed.   
 
The Town has adopted a zoning ordinance for the protection of public health, safety, and 
general welfare.  The ordinance is amended as necessary and will be brought up to date to 
conform to the comprehensive plan update.  The Town also administers a subdivision 
ordinance to maintain suitable residential land development.  In addition to zoning and 
subdivision ordinances, soil erosion and sediment controls and the Uniform Statewide 
Building Code are used to guide land use and development in the Town. 
 
E.  Planning Issues and Existing and Emerging Conditions 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
This section provides general guidance and direction for the development of the 
comprehensive plan update.  Determining planning issues and recognizing existing and 
emerging conditions are two of the points where the Town Council, Planning 
Commission, citizens, and Town staff are directly linked to the planning process.  To be 
effective, the planning process must provide opportunities for stakeholders to express 
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their concerns and aspirations.  Assessing the Town’s concerns and aspirations includes 
the identification of existing and emerging conditions and key issues important to 
Lawrenceville. 
 
The vision statement is also a major component of the planning process.  The vision 
depicts in words what Lawrenceville is striving to maintain and/or become and serves as 
the starting point for the development of goals and objectives and an action plan which 
guide the implementation of the comprehensive plan update.  It must recognize trends 
and driving forces that will affect the Town during the planning period and acknowledge 
the concerns and aspirations identified by stakeholders.  Vision statements blend priority 
issues, driving forces, citizen values, and the preferences of the Town.  The vision helps 
to guide the development of the planning information base, short-term and long-term 
policies, the future land use map, and the plan’s implementation action plan and schedule.  
The vision also helps to describe the desired general appearance and form Lawrenceville 
will take and helps to form the basis of the Town’s goals and objectives for the next 
several years. 
 
Descriptions of planning issues and some existing and emerging condition follow.  These 
are intended to express broad themes and trends, providing background and context for 
the identification of goals and objectives included later in this update.  As such, the 
following provide a snapshot of some current and projected future conditions with respect 
to a wide variety of issues facing Lawrenceville. 
 
2.  Residential Development 
 


• The Town continues to seek support to improve neighborhoods and raise the 
quality of its housing stock.  The Town’s Goodrich (Street)-Davenport (Lane) 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project has been completed and 
closed out.  The Town’s High Street CDBG project has been completed and 
closed out.  The Green Acres CDBG project, scheduled to start in 2007, is a 
project through Brunswick County. 


 
• The expansion of Fort Lee as per the Federal Base Realignment and Closure 


(BRAC) Commission’s work in 2006 may lead to the need for additional housing 
opportunities in the region, which may spill over into Lawrenceville and other 
areas of Brunswick County. 


 
• Continued growth in nearby Emporia and South Hill may spill over into 


Lawrenceville. 
 


• Other than business owners, current zoning does not allow for mixed-uses 
(residential upstairs and commercial downstairs) of downtown buildings.   


 
• Although greatly driven by private market forces, the need for more affordable 


and available housing for potential medium income residents has emerged as an 
issue. 
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• The general appearance of some residential properties and the lack of 
maintenance of some residential (and commercial) properties that are owned or 
controlled by absentee owners have emerged as an issue. 


 
3.  Commercial Development 
 


• The Town has been awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) by 
the State to be administered by the Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) for downtown revitalization work and held a 
visioning session in April, 2007.  At the time of this writing, the Town is moving 
forward with a Planning Grant.  The Town will also have a market analysis study 
done in conjunction with this work. 


 
• The Town is studying revisions to its current incentives relative to development or 


redevelopment within its Enterprise Zone designation.  The Town may adopt new 
incentives as a part of the study effort. 


 
• Downtown Lawrenceville has a mixed use zoning district which allows retail food 


stores, multi-family dwellings, restaurants, office buildings, and businesses such 
as:  dry cleaners, barber/beauty shops, pharmacies, gift shops, dress and apparel 
shops, glass shops, cabinet shops, computer stores, banks, and gyms. 


 
• Projected future commercial development will likely occur as in-fill development 


in, or adjacent to areas that are currently used for such purposes.  Consideration of 
a zoning overlay applying to core downtown areas may enhance interest in private 
investment in some unused or under used downtown properties.  The Town has a 
vested interest in maintaining its appealing downtown.  Town residents have 
expressed the desire to study strategies to ensure new development incorporates 
building types and styles (i.e. brick and mortar, limited signage, low level exterior 
lighting, etc.) that are consistent with and compliment existing downtown 
buildings and generally enhance Lawrenceville’s small town charm.  As 
guidelines are discussed and developed, the Town should encourage all parties 
interested in developing or redeveloping downtown, to recognize and contribute 
to the downtown’s appeal. 


 
• The Town adopted a meals and lodging tax ordinance in April, 2007. 


 
• An abandoned school building on Park Street (owned by Brunswick County) has 


been identified as the potential site for an artisan’s center.  The Town and County 
should continue to work with the State to make this proposal a reality.  Currently 
there are two such centers in the State (Abingdon and Staunton).  The potential 
positive economic impact on the economies of the Town and County make this 
project a priority.  This project, in conjunction with the Town’s continuing 
downtown revitalization efforts and the Town’s potential location as the Trail 
Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail, will benefit the Town, County, 
and region greatly from increased notoriety and tourist interest.  
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• Lawrenceville is a member of Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville 
has been designated as the Trail Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail.  
The Tobacco Heritage Trail is a multi-jurisdictional rails to trails initiative that 
has been master planned.  A “Structure Study Report” for trail facilities in 
Lawrenceville (as well as other sites along the trail) has been prepared.  
Abandoned Norfolk-Southern Railway right of way must be acquired for rails to 
trails use. 


 
• Carolina Crossroads theme park is being planned for Roanoke Rapids, NC and 


this may lead to spill over development into Brunswick County and the Town.  
Town officials have toured a similar facility with State Tourism Office staff. 


 
4.  Industrial Development 
 


• The Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority works to attract 
industrial and economic expansions to the County and Town.  The Authority 
commissioned a study by Leak-Goforth Company, LLC and URBANOMICS, 
Inc. to identify economic development opportunities and recommend strategies 
aimed at attracting capital investments and jobs to the County.  The resulting 
study “Economic Development Strategy Brunswick County, Virginia September 
2003” (hereinafter “Leak-Goforth study”) is on file in the Lawrenceville Town 
Manager’s Office.   


 
• The Leak-Goforth study assessed market competitiveness, identified economic 


growth opportunities, and defined actions needed.  The study identified key 
strengths including:  physical environment; geographic location and highway 
access; land for growth (several industrial parks and free standing sites and 20 
miles of largely undeveloped frontage along I-85); higher education; 
vocational/technical education and private education; industrial development 
authority; inter-local cooperation; Brunswick Stew; and, forest-based industries.  
The study identified key weaknesses including:  static population growth; public 
school support; rural unhurried lifestyle; labor force motivation; resistance to 
change; lack of market visibility; and inadequate telecommunications. 


 
• The Leak-Goforth study opined that Brunswick County is well suited for a variety 


of manufacturing and non-manufacturing activities and recommended seven (7) 
business and industry clusters:  forest products and related industries; general 
manufacturing (particularly transportation equipment, plastics and rubber 
products, and fabricated metal products); warehousing and distribution; waste 
management and technology; law enforcement administration and training; 
agricultural sciences and agribusiness; and recreation and tourism.  Optimal 
locations for the target industries were listed:  U.S. 58 Corridor, Lawrenceville 
area, east; I-85 Corridor, Alberta area, east and west; U.S.58 Corridor, Brodnax 
area, east; and, Lake Gaston area, Gasburg/Valentines.  The Leak-Goforth study 
concluded that with respect to the relevance or importance of these as locations 
for the target industries, the U.S.58 Corridor, Lawrenceville area, east location 
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had at least some potential for all identified target industries, in most cases having 
significant activity and potential. 


 
• At the time of this writing, the Brunswick County Industrial Development 


Authority is considering development of a Small Business Incubator Feasibility 
Study. 


 
5.  Downtown Revitalization 
 


• Downtown Lawrenceville buildings are an attractive contiguous formation with 
well maintained facades and underground utilities.  The Downtown Courtyard, 
Main Street, and Hicks Street are pedestrian friendly with bump-outs, speed 
bumps, and pedestrian crossings which are handicap accessible.   


 
• Downtown Lawrenceville is beautifully landscaped with green spaces and 


banners throughout.  
 


• Lawrenceville is a walker friendly community.   
 
• The Town is centrally located with respect to the area’s cultural and historical 


assets, natural features, and proximity to more urbanized areas.  As such, its 
quality of life makes Lawrenceville a destination for nature lovers, people 
interested in history, business leaders and entrepreneurs, artists, families, and 
visitors. 


 
• The Town has been diligent and focused with respect to identifying, analyzing, 


and positioning itself to benefit from opportunities to improve its downtown.  
Beginning in the mid-1990’s with the DREAM Lawrenceville 2000 strategic 
planning initiative, the Town used a variety of funding sources including Federal 
funds through VDOT and grant money through Saint Paul’s College to 
reconstruct sidewalks, add pedestrian amenities, and make other improvements 
along portions of Main Street, Church Street, New Hicks Street, and Hicks Street.   


 
• The Leak-Goforth study noted that revitalizing downtown Lawrenceville “is 


another key to drawing visitors into the area, as well as upgrading the quality of 
life for residents.” 


 
• As noted above, the Town has been awarded a Community Development Block 


Grant (CDBG) by the State to be administered by the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Development (DHCD) for downtown revitalization 
work and held a visioning session on early 2007.  At the time of this writing, the 
Town is moving forward with a Planning Grant.  The Town will also have a 
market analysis study done in conjunction with this work. 
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• The Town is studying revisions to its current incentives relative to development of 
redevelopment within its Enterprise Zone designation.  The Town may adopt new 
incentives as a part of the study effort. 


 
6.  Transportation System 
 


• The Town should continue to support and lobby for an east-west connector road 
between VA Secondary Highway 641 (Bright Leaf Road) at its intersection with 
VA Secondary Highway 642 (Poor House Road) and VA Primary Highway 46 
(Christanna Highway) north of Lawrenceville.  If such a road is built, it would 
provide a by-pass type effect north of Lawrenceville.  It would terminate at VA 
Primary Highway 46 near a large acreage tract owned by Saint Paul’s College. 


 
• New sidewalks, connections between existing sidewalks, and general 


improvements to existing sidewalks are needed at various places in Town.  For 
example, sidewalk connection is needed from the Saint Paul’s College Student 
Center on Main Street to the existing sidewalk.  A sidewalk construction and 
improvement plan should be considered to identify and prioritize needs and 
generally plan for sidewalk construction and improvements.   


 
• Currently, motorists from downtown Lawrenceville must use U.S. Highway 58 


(west) for a short distance before leaving the highway to access the Brunswick 
Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center in the western part of the Town.  Making 
VA Secondary Highway 694 a direct connector to the shopping center would help 
to alleviate this potentially dangerous situation. 


 
• A “No Thru Trucks” traffic pattern is enforced in Downtown Lawrenceville 


(trucks have been re-routed) and curb side parking is allowed. 
 
7.  Recreation and Public Open Spaces 
 


• The Town is a member of the Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville 
supports and has attended meetings relative to the proposed Tobacco Heritage 
Trail. 


 
• The Town will benefit from the completion of the SCORE Recreation Park.  The 


facility, which is being developed east of Town will be a multi-dimensional 
athletic field facility and could potentially bring recreational tourists to the area 
and the Town.  The Community Recreational Director for SCORE assists in 
providing information and direction concerning fitness and health; planning adult 
and youth sports leagues and health and instructional clinics; and, promoting 
jogging and multi-use trails such as the Rails to Trails. 


 
• Downtown Lawrenceville is the link to the proposed Rails to Trails facility which 


will provide more connectivity between downtown, Saint Paul’s College, the 
SCORE Recreation Park, and Great Creek Park.  Downtown Lawrenceville is the 
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center piece for artisan, outdoor entertainment, concerts, festivals (Taste of 
Brunswick, Lawrenceville Spring Festival, Saint Paul’s College Homecoming, 
etc.), and meeting places. 


 
• The Town has hosted baseball tournaments at its historic ball field.  Such events 


introduce the Town to visitors, not to mention the potential positive impact to the 
local economy. 


 
• The development of a parks, recreation, and open space plan, perhaps as a joint 


effort between the Town and County should be considered.  Such an effort could 
assess needs and opportunities and promote interconnectivity of existing 
resources such as the Town’s ball field, Brunswick County Public Schools’ 
facilities, and the SCORE Recreation Park. 


 
• Enhancement of gateways into Town should be considered.  An example is the 


gateway areas along US 46 near the southern Town limits.  The Virginia 
Department of Transportation has advised that the area between old VA Primary 
Highway 46 and new VA Primary Highway 46 is a wetlands abatement area.  In 
order to enhance this area and make it an attractive gateway into Town, options 
must be identified and examined to provide an alternate abatement site. 


 
• The Lawrenceville Collective Library has an adult education program geared to 


help textile, factory, and farm workers transition into new careers and/or improve 
literacy. 


 
8.  Natural Features and Environment 
 


• Flooding has been identified as a problem in some areas of Town.  A curb and 
gutter plan should be considered. 


 
9.  Water and Wastewater Systems 
 


• The continued adequacy of the Town’s water and wastewater systems to meet 
existing and projected needs is paramount to keeping Lawrenceville and its 
environs viable and attractive to new development prospects. 


 
• The Town is proactive in its approach to providing quality and adequate water 


and wastewater systems and to correcting deficiencies. Recent improvements to 
the wastewater system to correct inflow and infiltration issues related to lines 
serving Saint Paul’s College are an example.  The Town’s systems have been 
mapped.  The Town benefits from on-going capital needs assessment and project 
identification efforts concerning water and wastewater systems by the Town staff. 
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10.  Public Facilities and Services 
 


• The continuation, and enhancement and improvement as necessary, of the Town’s 
public safety and emergency services capabilities, to meet existing and projected 
needs, is important to the Town’s image and attractiveness to potential residents 
and visitors with respect to quality of life concerns. 


 
• Street lights are needed in area of Town which was secured via boundary 


adjustment effective 2007. 
 


• Federal Tobacco Program (Buyout) Money was used to install a fiber optics line 
along U.S. Highway 58 with a line to Saint Paul’s College.  Lawrenceville is one 
of five towns to get additional grant money to develop a fiber optics test site.  In 
addition to the prestige and publicity of the award, the Town stands to accrue 
potential economic development benefits as it becomes more attractive to 
communication technology dependant employers. 


 
F.  Desired General Physical Appearance and Form 
 
1.  General Comprehensive Plan Update Objectives 
 
The continuation of its present physical appearance and form is very important to the 
Town if it is to maintain it character and appeal among jurisdictions in the region.  
Development patterns are well established.  Most residential development occurs in 
established neighborhoods and along VA Primary Highway 46.  Downtown 
Lawrenceville is a classic example of a vibrant commercial and governmental services 
area.  Highway commercial areas are also well established and serve permanent residents 
and travelers alike, particularly along U.S. Highway 58 and along VA Primary Highway 
46 which provides access to I-85 to the north and Lake Gaston to the south. 
 
Well engineered and sustainable development is preferred and should be promoted to 
achieve the Town’s desired general physical appearance and form.  Enhanced subdivision 
regulations, development design standards, and zoning ordinance amendments are tools 
that may help the Town improve development generally and help achieve its desired 
physical appearance and form.   
 
The Town must work to educate citizens and the development community with respect to 
its desired physical appearance and form.  The comprehensive plan update, as a statement 
of the Town’s goals and objectives, should help the Town preserve its character; protect 
and preserve the natural environment; provide adequate public facilities and services; 
achieve support and consensus for Town initiatives; promote unity in its residential and 
commercial communities; and, make infrastructure improvements that compliment but do 
not duplicate existing systems. 
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2.  Town Vision  
 
The vision statement has two main planning purposes.  It provides a foundation for 
setting priorities, defining goals, and developing land use policies to achieve them.  It 
also allows Lawrenceville to build consensus among various stakeholders on a unified 
approach to its land use and development issues.  Through its vision statement, the Town 
describes what it wants to be and how it wants to look in the future.   
 
The Lawrenceville vision statement is:   
 


• developed using information about existing and emerging conditions, issues, and 
concerns and aspirations concerning what Lawrenceville should look like in the 
future;  


• written in positive terms and in the present tense; includes a general impression of 
how the Town will look in the future;  


• not time-bound and extends beyond the horizon of the comprehensive plan 
update;  


• not lengthy, but provides for goals and policies developed as a part of the 
comprehensive plan update;  


• tailored to Lawrenceville; and,  
• endorsed by the Lawrenceville Town Council upon adoption of the 


comprehensive plan update. 
 


TOWN OF LAWRENCEVILLE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE VISION STATEMENT 


 
The Town of Lawrenceville seeks to maintain its small town character, charm, and 
natural beauty.  The Town is intent upon revitalizing its downtown and protecting 
natural environmental systems.  It will accomplish its objectives by:  concentrating 
commercial and industrial development in appropriate areas where adequate 
infrastructure exist to support such development; balancing residential and 
commercial land uses; maintaining and improving its infrastructure; seeking 
assistance to improve neighborhoods; seeking sustainable economic development; 
protecting and preserving the natural environment and surface and ground waters; 
promoting smart growth practices and prudent land use decisions; and, assessing 
options to provide areas where growth can occur. 
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Chapter II:  Population, Housing, and Economy 
 
A.  Population 
 
1.   Introduction 
 
The study of population in Lawrenceville provides an essential foundation for long range 
planning and for planning of capital improvements.  The following sections contain text 
and exhibits which describe the past, present, and likely future nature of the Town’s 
population.  An understanding of these issues is necessary in order to effectively plan for 
the future.  Planning must be sensitive to the changing characteristics of the population of 
a community.  Changes in population create changing demands for housing, commercial 
services, and public facilities and services. 
 
Information presented here introduces issues which are central to the comprehensive plan 
update.  U. S. Census Bureau data, particularly Census 2000, is used primarily in this 
chapter for a variety of reasons.  First, estimates for most population and housing factors 
are not generated for towns by official sources--governmental or institutional--in the 
years between the decennial censuses.  Second, it can be argued that the general statistical 
(percentages) picture painted by the Census 2000 (with respect to most population and 
housing characteristics) have not significantly changed since 2000, although some of the 
totals may have changed.  Third, subsequent updates of the comprehensive plan, in the 
post Census 2010 years, will be better facilitated and comparisons more easily made, if 
the same type population and housing characteristics are included for comparison. 
 
Other sources consulted include the Virginia Employment Commission, the University of 
Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, and internet based sources. 
 
2.  Population Trends 
 
In the past forty years, Lawrenceville has shown a population trend similar to many small 
towns across the United States.  The Town’s population has continued to decline.  The 
Town’s population totaled 1,941 people in 1960.  This figure decreased to 1,636 people 
according to the 1970 Census.  The Town had 1,484 people in 1980, but remained about 
the same in 1990 with a population of 1,486 people.   
 
According to Census 2000, the Town’s population was 1,275 people.  The Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Service estimated that the Town’s population as of July 1, 2005 
was 1,157 people. The Census Bureau estimated the Town’s 2006 population to be 1,155 
people.  EXHIBIT II-A on the following page presents Lawrenceville’s population totals 
and percent of change from 1960 to the 2006 estimate made by the Census Bureau. 
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EXHIBIT II-A 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


POPULATION TRENDS 
1960-2006 


 
YEAR POPULATION % CHANGE 
1960 1,941 ----- 
1970 1,636 -15.7% 
1980 1,484 -9.3% 
1990 1,486 +0.1% 
2000 1,275 -14.2% 
2005* 1,157 -9.4% 
2006** 1,155 +0.2% 


SOURCES:  U.S. Census Bureau, 1960 – 2000, *Weldon Cooper Center for Public 
Service 2005 estimate, and **U.S. Census Bureau 2006 estimate. 


 
3.  Age, Sex, and Ethnicity 
 
The median age of residents of Lawrenceville increased from 23.5 years in 1990 to 24.7 
years in 2000.  EXHIBIT II-B provides a breakdown and comparison of the Town’s 1990 
and 2000 population totals by age groups. 


 
EXHIBIT II-B 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP – 1990 AND 2000 


 
AGE 


GROUP 
1990 


CENSUS 
2000 


CENSUS
AGE 


GROUP
1990 


CENSUS
2000 


CENSUS 
0-4 62 52 45-54 87 150 
5-9 79 51 55-59 44 45 


10-14 67 62 60-64 69 37 
15-19 234 247 65-74 125 88 
20-24 334 232 75-84 77 70 
25-34 134 114 85+ 16 18 
35-44 158 109    


   TOTAL 1,486 1,275 
SOURCE:  Virginia Employment Commission and U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 


 
The trend toward an older population is in keeping with both nationwide and statewide 
trends toward an older population. Normally, an increase in the age of the population 
stems from a decrease in the birth rate combined with older people living longer or older 
people relocating into an area.  In Lawrenceville however, most of the population loss 
recorded between the 1990 and 2000 censuses occurred in the age cohorts normally 
associated with people starting their work careers.  In the age cohorts covering the 24 to 
44 year old age groups, there were 626 people recorded in 1990.  By 2000, there were 
455 people recorded in these age groups, a decrease of 171 people.  The reduction of 171 
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people from 1990 to 2000 occurring in the 24 to 44 year old age group is very significant, 
considering that the Town lost a total of 211 people from 1990 to 2000. 
 
Fortunately, the age of the Town population is relatively young compared to many towns 
of comparable size.  However, a future concern of an ageing population or a declining 
population may result in the need to consider the addition of land and population through 
boundary adjustments.  In addition, continued and intensified efforts to expand the 
economic and industrial base and continued and intensified efforts to preserve and 
promote the Town’s appealing quality of life will help to stabilize and expand the 
population. 
 
The Town’s population in 1990 was 1,486.  There were 683 (46%) males and 803 (54%) 
females.  The 2000 population of 1,275 was comprised of 553 (43%) males and 722 
(57%) females. 
 
Of the 1,275 people in Lawrenceville in 2000, there were 824 (64.6%) black or African 
American people and 424 (33.3%) white people.  These two groups accounted for 97.9% 
of the Town’s population.  There were two American Indian and/or Alaska Natives, three 
Asians, and 20 people of two or more races in Lawrenceville in 2000. 
 
4.  Education and School Enrollment 
 
In Lawrenceville in 2000, 558 people, or 43.8% of the Town’s total population, were 
enrolled in schools.  In 2000, 389 people, or 69.7% of the Town’s population enrolled in 
school (558) were enrolled in college or graduate school.  EXHIBIT II-C shows 
Lawrenceville’s school enrollment numbers and percentages in 2000. 
 


EXHIBIT II-C 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 2000 


(Population 3 Years and Over Enrolled in School) 
 


SCHOOL TYPE NUMBER PERCENT 
Nursery School, 


Preschool 
 


22 
 


3.9% 
Kindergarten 10 1.8% 


Elementary School 
(Grades 1-8)* 


 
79 


 
14.2% 


High School 
(Grades 9-12) 


 
58 


 
10.4% 


College or Graduate 
School 


 
389 


 
69.7% 


TOTAL 558 100% 
NOTE:  *Includes the typical middle school grades. 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
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In 2000, over 70.4% of Lawrenceville’s population aged 25 years and over (631 people) 
were high school graduates or higher.  Over twenty-four percent (24.4%) held an 
associate’s degree or higher.  EXHIBIT II-D shows Lawrenceville’s residents’ that are 
age 25 and over educational attainment as of 2000. 


 
EXHIBIT II-D 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 2000 


(Population 25 Years and Over) 
 


EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT 


 
NUMBER 


 
PERCENT 


Less than 9th Grade 103 16.3% 
9th to 12th Grade, No 


Diploma 
84 13.3% 


High School Graduate 
(Includes Equivalency) 


 
167 


 
26.5% 


Some College, No Degree 123 19.5% 
Associate Degree 21 3.3% 
Bachelor’s Degree 83 13.2% 


Graduate or Professional 
Degree 


 
50 


 
7.9% 


TOTAL 631 100% 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 


 
5.  Marital Status 
 
Census 2000 reported there were 1,109 people 15 years old or older in Lawrenceville.  Of 
this total, 357 people (32.2%) were married in 2000.  EXHIBIT II-E provides a 
breakdown of marital status in Lawrenceville in 2000. 
 


EXHIBIT II-E 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


MARITAL STATUS 2000 
(Population 15 Years and Over) 


 
 MARITAL STATUS NUMBER PERCENT 


Never Married 550 49.6% 
Married, Except Separated 357 32.2% 


Separated 31 2.8% 
Widowed 94 8.5% 
Divorced 77 6.9% 
TOTAL 1,109 100.0% 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
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6.  Families and Households 
 
There were 376 total households in Lawrenceville in 2000.  Of the total, 209 (55.6%) 
were family households and 167 (44.4%) were non-family households.  Of the non-
family households, 149 were situations wherein the householder lived alone.  In 2000, the 
average household size in Lawrenceville was 2.35 people while the average family size 
was 3.16 people.  In 2000, there were 108 households with individuals under 18 years old 
and 137 households with individuals 65 years and over. 
 
7.  Population Projections 
 
As previously discussed, Lawrenceville, in the past forty years, has shown a population 
trend similar to many small towns across the United States.  The Town’s population has 
declined.  According to Census 2000, the Town’s population was 1,275 people and 
estimates since Census 2000 based on this trend indicate the Town’s population is stable 
or continues to decline slightly.  
 
Population estimates are made for towns (and other political jurisdictions) by the Census 
Bureau and other agencies.   However, population projections are not generated by the 
U.S. Census Bureau for towns.  Similarly, sources such as the Virginia Employment 
Commission or the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service do not make projections for 
towns.  Estimating a town’s population based on trends from decennial censuses is often 
done as noted above, but may be misleading, unless residential building activity that 
occurs between census counts is identified and factored in.  For example, Brunswick 
Manor, a multi-family complex along Union Street was completed and beginning to be 
occupied as the 2000 Census data was being prepared for release in 2001-2002.  The 
impact of this development may not be factored in to estimates made since the 2000 
Census as well, although its impact should appear when Census 2010 is done.   
 
Based on local observations, and considering the potential impact of some in-fill 
development and new developments that have occurred or are occurring (such as 
Brunswick Manor), Lawrenceville’s population should stabilize at about 1,200 people 
during the planning period.  The nearly identical estimates made in 2005 by the Weldon 
Cooper Center and in 2006 by the Census Bureau lend some additional credibility to this 
assumption. 
 
B.  Housing 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
Standard housing units provide, among other things, shelter, one of man’s basic needs.  
Housing becomes a problem when man is not able to secure that housing which satisfies 
this need.  Many groups and individuals, for a host of reasons, are confronted with a 
myriad of housing and housing-related problems.  The most prevalent and crucial 
problems, and those on which the most attention is centered, are related to too many 
substandard dwelling units and an inadequate supply of standard units to meet the 
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demand and needs of the general population, at prices affordable by the general 
population.  A number of reports have indicated a correlation between the occupancy of 
substandard dwelling units and the occurrence of other problems (immoral and anti-social 
behavior, physical and mental diseases, poverty, etc.).  Substandard dwelling units, 
whether occupied or vacant, are a problem.  Entire communities, those within which such 
units exist and those adjacent thereto, can be negatively impacted by the problems 
associated with the existence and occupancy of less than standard dwelling units.  All 
levels of government should do all that is possible to insure that decent housing and 
suitable living environments are made accessible to all citizens. 
 
The demand for housing relates to the inability of many families to afford to rent or 
purchase standard dwellings.  It is known that many people who now own homes could 
not afford to purchase such houses if they were purchasing them at today’s prices.  A 
general rule of thumb is that a family can afford to purchase a home valued at three times 
its annual income and that a family should not pay more than 30 percent of its income to 
rent a unit. 
 
This housing analysis identifies recent housing trends in Lawrenceville and discusses 
some of the housing needs and problems experienced by some of the Town’s citizens.   
Most of the information and data in the following sections was taken from Demographic 
Profiles generated by the U.S. Census Bureau as a part of Census 2000.  As with the 
preceding discussion concerning population, some of the Census 2000 information which 
is cited in the following sections is based on sample data gathered by the Census Bureau 
during Census 2000.  Thus, as noted, some information is based on sample data while 
some information represents 100 percent data. 
 
2.  Current Housing Stock and Demand for Housing 
 
Approximately half of the land in Lawrenceville is utilized for residential purposes or 
platted for future residential development.  The total number of housing units in 
Lawrenceville in 2000 was 459 (100 percent data) as recorded by Census 2000.  The 
number of occupied housing units was reported to be 376 (100 percent data) in 2000.   
 
Single-family residences continue to be the dominant housing type in Virginia and in 
Lawrenceville.  Single units (detached) accounted for about 80.9% of the Town’s total 
units in 2000.  Nearly all the development of lots for single family structures has occurred 
along State maintained roads and private drives.  No new traditional subdivisions have 
been developed.  Brunswick Manor is a notable multifamily development completed 
along Union Street since 2000.  Census 2000 reported that 384 people (30.1%) of the 
Town’s total population of 1,275 lived in (group quarters) college dormitories while 38 
people (2.9%) lived in correctional institutions. 
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EXHIBIT II-F, based on sample data using 450 as the total for housing units, provides an 
inventory of housing units in the Town in 2000 by number of units in the structure.   
 


EXHIBIT II-F 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


UNITS IN STRUCTURE 2000  
(Total housing units based on a sample.) 


 
UNITS IN STRUCTURE NUMBER PERCENT 


1 Unit, Detached 364 80.9% 
1 Unit, Attached 6 1.3% 


2 to 4 Units 55 12.2% 
5 to 9 Units 10 2.2% 


10 or More Units 11 2.4% 
Mobile Homes 4 0.9% 


Boat, RV, Van, Etc. -- --% 
TOTAL 450 100% 


--Represents zero or rounds to zero. 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 


 
In 2000, of the 376 occupied housing units, 219 (58.2%) were owner-occupied.  Renters 
occupied 157 (41.8%) of the occupied housing units counted. 
 
Proportion-wise, the quality of the housing stock is improving, although there still may 
be many families living in houses that might not be suited to their needs.  In 2000, of the 
376 occupied housing units counted, only 20 (5.4%) were considered overcrowded (over 
1 person per room). 
 
In 2000, only 83 units (18.1%) of the Town’s 459 total housing units were classified 
vacant.  Of the total, only 3 (0.7%) were for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. 
 
Census 2000 reports there were an average of 2.35 people per household in 
Lawrenceville, less that the State average of 2.54 people per household.  The average 
family size in Lawrenceville in 2000 was 3.16 people. 
 
EXHIBIT II-G on the following page displays the total housing units in Lawrenceville in 
2000 by the number of rooms.  The median number of rooms was reported as 6.1 rooms.   
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EXHIBIT II-G 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


ROOMS PER HOUSING UNIT 2000 
 


NUMBER OF 
ROOMS 


HOUSING
UNITS 


PERCENT


1 Room 3 0.7% 
2 Rooms 15 3.3% 
3 Rooms 36 8.0% 
4 Rooms 51 11.3% 
5 Rooms 68 15.1% 
6 Rooms 90 20.0% 
7 Rooms 93 20.7% 
8 Rooms 65 14.4% 


9 or More Rooms 29 6.4% 
TOTAL 450 100% 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
 
3.  Building Permit Activity 
 
Since 2000, Lawrenceville has seen a slow level of residential building activity.  As of 
January, 2008, fifteen (15) housing units have been added to the Town’s housing stock, 
including two (2) on Goodrich Street-Davenport Lane, one (1) on High Street, and one 
(1) on Railroad Street in conjunction with CDBG projects.  
 
4.  Age of Housing 
 
Of the 450 housing units included in the Census 2000 sample data, 102 (22.7%) have been 
added since 1970.  Census 2000, using sample data, recorded a total of 348 housing units as 
being more than thirty years old.  EXHIBIT II-H displays the eras housing units were built 
 


EXHIBIT II-H 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


AGE OF HOUSING UNITS – TOTAL HOUSING UNITS 2000 
 


YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT NUMBER PERCENT 
1999 to March 2000 7 1.6% 


1995 to 1998 11 2.4% 
1990 to 1994 19 4.2% 
1980 to 1989 23 5.1% 
1970 to 1979 42 9.3% 
1960 to 1969 48 10.7% 
1940 to 1959 152 33.8% 


1939 or Earlier 148 32.9% 
TOTAL 450 100% 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
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5.  Housing Conditions and Features 
 
Many factors enter into one’s housing experience or the conditions encountered in the 
housing unit.  Among these are the availability of plumbing, appliances, communications, 
means of mobility, and spatial comfort and shelter.  There are a number of variables 
which can indicate that a dwelling unit is substandard.  It is common practice to use 
“lacking complete plumbing facilities” to approximate the number of substandard units.  
The potential fallacy of this method relates to the fact that a unit may have all plumbing 
facilities but still be substandard. 
 
Of the Town’s 374 occupied housing units (based on sample data) in 2000, 6 (1.6%) 
lacked complete plumbing facilities while 4 (1.1%) lacked complete kitchen facilities. 
As discussed previously, Lawrenceville has been working to continue to rectify 
substandard housing conditions.  Improvements to some structures in Town since 2000 
have contributed to a general improvement in the Town’s housing stock.  The Town 
continues to seek support to improve neighborhoods and raise the quality of its housing 
stock.  The Town’s Goodrich (Street)-Davenport (Lane) Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) project has been completed and closed out.  The Town’s High Street 
CDBG project has been completed and closed out.  The Green Acres CDBG project, to 
be completed in 2008, is a project through Brunswick County. 
 
Most of Lawrenceville’s 374 occupied housing units sampled by Census 2000 relied on 
fuel oil, kerosene, etc. for house heating fuel (climate control) as shown in EXHIBIT II-I.  
In 2000, of Lawrenceville’s occupied housing units, 26 (7.0%) did not choose to have 
telephone service and 57 (15.2%) did not have a vehicle available. 


 
EXHIBIT II-I 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
HOUSE HEATING FUEL – OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 2000 


 
HOUSE HEATING FUEL NUMBER PERCENT 


Utility Gas 91 24.3% 
Bottled, Tank, or LP Gas 44 11.8% 


Electricity 96 25.7% 
Fuel Oil, Kerosene, Etc. 124 33.2% 


Coal or Coke -- --% 
Wood 17 4.5% 


Solar Energy -- --% 
Other Fuel -- --% 


No Fuel Used 2 0.5% 
TOTAL 374 100% 


-- Represents zero or rounds to zero. 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
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6.  Housing Values and Cost of Housing 
 
In 2000, 86 units (43.0%) of the total recorded specified owner-occupied housing units 
(200) were valued between $50,000 and $99,999.  The median value of the Town’s units 
was $61,200.00.  EXHIBIT II-J displays units in other value ranges. 
 


EXHIBIT II-J 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


HOUSING UNIT VALUES – SPECIFIED OWNER OCCUPIED UNITS 2000 
 


VALUE NUMBER PERCENT 
Less than $50,000 72 36.0% 
$50,000 to $99,999 86 43.0% 


$100,000 to $149,999 27 13.5% 
$150,000 to $199,999 12 6.0% 
$200,000 to $299,999 -- --% 
$300,000 to $499,999 3 1.5% 
$500,000 to $999,999 -- --% 
$1,000,000 or More -- --% 


TOTAL 200 100.0% 
--Represents zero or rounds to zero. 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
 
In 2000, the median value of Lawrenceville’s specified owner-occupied units was 
$61,200.00.  This was a substantial increase from 1990 when the value was reported as 
$43,200.00.  Inflation has a large impact on home purchase and home ownership costs.  
In many places, site values, labor costs, construction material costs, maintenance and 
repair costs, mortgage interest payments, property taxes, and property insurance costs 
have increased.  Inflation does not, however, completely explain the increased values.  
More amenities may have been added to the typical house in some cases. 
 
According to Census 2000, the median monthly owner costs for housing was $685.00 for 
the unit subset of selected owner-occupied housing units with a mortgage.  Another 129 
units (64.5%) in the subset (200 units) did not have a mortgage.  EXHIBIT II-K on the 
following page shows the mortgage ranges for selected owner occupied units in 
Lawrenceville. 
 
EXHIBIT II-L on the following page breaks out the monthly owner costs of specified 
owner occupied housing units as a percentage of household income. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 







Lawrenceville, Virginia  Chapter II:  Population, Housing, and Economy 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update   
                                                                                                                                   


Town of Lawrenceville, Virginia                                 II -                                           Community Planning Collaborative 11 


EXHIBIT II-K 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


MORTGAGE STATUS AND SELECTED 
MONTHLY OWNER COSTS 2000 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


--Represents zero or rounds to zero. 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 


 
EXHIBIT II-L 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
MONTHLY OWNER COSTS – PERCENTAGE OF 


HOUSEHOLD INCOME 2000 
 


OWNER 
MONTHLY COSTS/ 
PERCENTAGE OF 


INCOME 


 
 


HOUSING 
UNITS 


 
 


PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL 


Less than 15.0 percent 96 48.0% 
15.0 to 19.9 percent 30 15.0% 
20.0 to 24.9 percent 24 12.0% 
25.0 to 29.9 percent 10 5.0% 
30.0 to 34.9 percent 10 5.0% 
35.0 percent or More 28 14.0% 


Not Computed 2 1.0% 
TOTAL 200 100% 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
 
 
 
 
 


 
MORTGAGE RANGE 


HOUSING 
UNITS 


PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL 


With a Mortgage: 71 35.5% 
(Less than $300 -- --%) 
($300 to $499 11 5.5%) 
($500 to $699 26 13.0%) 
($700 to $999 23 11.5%) 


($1,000 to $1,499 9 4.5%) 
($1,500 to $1,999 2 1.0%) 
$2,000 or More -- --%) 
Not Mortgaged 129 64.5% 


TOTAL SPECIFIED 
OWNER OCCUPIED 


HOUSING UNITS 


 
 


200 


 
 


100% 
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Census 2000 profiles rent statistics for 151 specified renter-occupied units based on 
sample data.  In 2000, the median monthly rent was reported to be $418.00, as opposed to 
1990, when the median monthly rent was $189.00.  EXHIBIT II-M breaks out gross rent 
payments for Lawrenceville’s specified renter-occupied units. 
 


EXHIBIT II-M 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


GROSS RENT PAID IN SPECIFIED RENTER- 
OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 2000 


 
RANGES OF 


GROSS RENT 
HOUSING 


UNITS 
PERCENTAGE 


OF TOTAL 
Less than $200 11 7.3% 
$200 to $299 18 11.9% 
$300 to $499 60 39.7% 
$500 to $749 29 19.2% 
$750 to $999 2 1.2% 


$1,000 to $1,499 -- --% 
$1,500 or More -- --% 
No Cash Rent 31 20.5% 


TOTAL 151 100% 
--Represents zero or rounds to zero. 


SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
 
C.  Economy 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
By evaluating the local economy and employment trends, factors may be identified which 
influence population growth or decline and provide some basis for policy changes by the 
governing body.  Economic expansion or changes in the economic structure of a 
community trigger the conversion of land to new uses and in turn creates the need for 
new public facilities and services.  Understanding these dynamic forces is therefore a 
prerequisite for comprehensive planning.  The two areas of population and economy are 
closely related; population increases when the economy can support such growth.  
Implementation of the goals outlined later in this document is dependent on the Town’s 
investment in economic development activities, in good planning for commercial and 
industrial development, and continuing efforts to improve and revitalize downtown 
Lawrenceville. 
 
Most of the information and data in the following sections was taken from Demographic 
Profiles generated by the U.S. Census Bureau as a part of Census 2000.  As with the 
preceding discussions concerning population and housing, some of the Census 2000 
information which is cited in the following sections is based on sample data gathered by 
the Census Bureau during Census 2000.  Thus, as noted, some information is based on 
sample data while some information represents 100 percent data.   
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U. S. Census Bureau data, particularly Census 2000, is used primarily in this section for a 
variety of reasons.  First, estimates and data for most economic factors are not generated 
at the town level by official sources--governmental or institutional--in the years between 
the decennial censuses.  Second, it can be argued that the general statistical (percentages) 
picture painted by the Census 2000 (with respect to some of the economic characteristics) 
have not significantly changed since 2000, although some of the totals may have 
changed.  Third, subsequent updates of the comprehensive plan, in the post Census 2010 
years, will be better facilitated and comparisons more easily made, if the same type of 
economic characteristics are included for comparison. 
 
Other sources consulted include the Virginia Employment Commission, the University of 
Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, and VISION 2015 (the) Brunswick 
County 2006 Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 
2.  Civilian Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment 
 
Based on sample data, Census 2000 reported that the potential labor force in 
Lawrenceville, made up of people 16 years old and older, totaled 1,094 people.  Of this 
total, 625 people (57.1%) were in the labor force.  Of the 625 people in the labor force, 
498 people (79.7%) were employed and 127 people (20.1%) were unemployed.  
EXHIIBIT II-N shows the types of occupations Lawrenceville residents had in 2000. 
 


EXHIBIT II-N 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


OCCUPATIONS 2000 
(Employed Civilian Population 16 Years and Over) 


 
OCCUPATION NUMBER PERCENT


Management, Professional, and Related Occupations 131 26.3% 
Service Occupations 115 23.1% 
Sales and Office Occupations 124 24.9% 
Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Occupations 6 1.2% 
Construction, Extraction, and Maintenance Occupations 36 7.2% 
Production, Transportation, and Material Moving Occupations 86 17.3% 


TOTAL 498 100% 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 


 
Over 58% of Lawrenceville’s workers in 2000 drove (car, truck, or van) alone to work; 
over 19% of Lawrenceville’s workers in 2000 carpooled; and, nearly 15% of 
Lawrenceville’s workers walked to work. 
 
Of the 498 workers sampled in 2000 that were 16 years and over, 350 (70.3%) were 
private wage and salary workers, while 137 (27.5%) were government workers and 11 
(2.2%) were reported as unpaid family workers. 
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3.  Employment Sectors 
 
In Lawrenceville, commercial and service type development is centered primarily along 
Main Street, Hicks Street, New Hicks Street, New Street, Sharp Street, Railroad Street, 
and Meredith Street.  Also, there are retail establishments and personal services type 
establishments located throughout the Town and a light industrial area at the intersection 
of South Street and Railroad Street.  As of January 1, 2007, Lawrenceville’s boundary 
was adjusted to include the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center along U.S. 
Primary Highway 58.   
 
Notable industrial employers in the area include Brick and Tile Corporation of 
Lawrenceville and Hyponex Corporation.  The Town of Lawrenceville, Brunswick 
County Public Schools, and Brunswick County are notable governmental employers.   
Southside Virginia Community College, Saint Paul’s College, and Brunswick Academy 
are notable educational employers.  Corrections facilities (Brunswick Correction Center 
and Wackenhut Corrections) are notable quasi-public employers as well.   
 
EXHIBIT II-O shows the types of establishments (employment sectors) employing 
Lawrenceville’s workers in 2000. 
 


EXHIBIT II-O 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
EMPLOYMENT SECTORS 2000 


(Employed Civilian Population 16 Years and Over) 
 


EMPLOYMENT SECTORS NUMBER PERCENT
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting and Mining 8 1.6% 
Construction 29 5.8% 
Manufacturing 64 12.9% 
Wholesale Trade 11 2.2% 
Retail Trade 59 11.8% 
Transportation and Warehousing, and Utilities  19 3.8% 
Information 22 4.4% 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, and Rental and Leasing 12 2.4% 
Professional, Scientific, Management, Administrative, 
and Waste Management Services 


 
16 


 
3.2% 


Educational, Health, and Social Services 113 22.7% 
Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Accommodation and 
Food Services 


 
66 


 
13.3% 


Other Services Except Public Administration 33 6.6% 
Public Administration 46 9.2% 


TOTAL 498 100% 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.  Data based on a sample. 
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EXHIBIT II-P lists the top fifty (50) employers in Brunswick County at the end of 2006 as 
reported by the VEC.  The businesses located in Lawrenceville are denoted by an asterisk. 
 


EXHIBIT II-P 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


BRUNSWICK COUNTY’S TOP FIFTY EMPLOYERS 2006 
 
1.  Brunswick County School Board 26. Lawrenceville Emporiam 
2.  Brunswick Correction Center 27. Brodnax Lumber Company 
3.  Wackenhut Corrections  28. Southside Community Services 
4.  Southside Virginia Community College 29. Hardee’s* 
5.  Saint Paul’s College* 30. Town of Lawrenceville* 
6.  Mr. Bults Inc. 31. Robert E. Carroll Logging 
7.  County of Brunswick* 32. Pecht Distributors* 
8.  Brick and Tile Corporation of Lawrenceville 33. Regions Bank 
9.  Ruxton Health of Lawrenceville 34. Slip-In Food Mart 
10. Brunswick Academy 35. Gasburg Timber Corporation 
11. Brunswick Box Company 36. Allied Waste 
12. Jones Electric Contractors 37. ARA Services, Inc. 
13. Home Aid* 38. Aubrey L. Clary, Inc. 
14. Virginia Carolina Forest 39. Uppy’s* 
15. Hyponex Corporation 40. Grand Metro Builders 
16. Lake Gaston Resort 41. Howerton Excavating Co., Inc. 
17. Nottoway Motel and Restaurant 42. Central Virginia Health Service 
18. Thompson Hospitality Service* 43. Meherrin Regional Library* 
19. McDonald’s* 44. Moseley and Nash Enterprises 
20. Vulcan Materials Company 45. Rek, Inc. 
21. Food Lion* 46. S.R. Jones Jr. & Sons, Inc. 
22. M. M. Wright. Inc. 47. United States Postal Service* 
23. Upton Lumber Company 48. Brunswick Rubber Company* 
24. The Scott’s Company 49. Eckerd Corporation* 
25. Colonial Downs (off track betting parlor) 50. McAden Trucking Inc. 


*Located within Lawrenceville Town Limits. 
SOURCE:  Virginia Employment Commission, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 4th Quarter 
2006. 
 
4.  Commercial Development 
 
Downtown Lawrenceville has a mixed use zoning district which allows:  retail food 
stores, multi-family dwellings (condominiums), restaurants, office buildings, and retail 
establishments including:  dry cleaners, barber/beauty shops, pharmacies, gift shops, 
dress and apparel shops, glass shops, cabinet shops, computer stores, banks, and gyms. 
 
Lawrenceville continues to be proactive in supporting existing commercial development 
as well as in efforts to attract new commercial development.  The Town has been 
awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) by the State to be 
administered by the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) for downtown revitalization work and held a visioning session in April, 2007.  
At the time of this writing, the Town is moving forward with a Planning Grant.  The 
Town will also have a market analysis study done in conjunction with this work. 
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The Town is also studying revisions to its current incentives relative to development or 
redevelopment within its Enterprise Zone designation.  The Town may adopt new 
incentives as a part of the study effort.   
 
The Town adopted a meals and lodging tax ordinance in April, 2007. 
 
5.  Industrial Development 
 
The Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority works to attract industrial and 
economic expansions to the County and Town.  The Authority commissioned a study by 
Leak-Goforth Company, LLC and URBANOMICS, Inc. to identify economic 
development opportunities and recommend strategies aimed at attracting capital 
investments and jobs to the County.  The resulting study “Economic Development 
Strategy Brunswick County, Virginia September 2003” (hereinafter “Leak-Goforth 
study”) is on file in the Lawrenceville Town Manager’s Office.   
 
The Leak-Goforth study assessed market competitiveness, identified economic growth 
opportunities, and defined actions needed.  The study identified key strengths including:  
physical environment; geographic location and highway access; land for growth (several 
industrial parks and free standing sites and 20 miles of largely undeveloped frontage 
along I-85); higher education; vocational/technical education and private education; 
industrial development authority; inter-local cooperation; Brunswick Stew; and, forest-
based industries.  The study identified key weaknesses including:  static population 
growth; public school support; rural unhurried lifestyle; labor force motivation; resistance 
to change; lack of market visibility; and inadequate telecommunications. 
 
The Leak-Goforth study opined that Brunswick County is well suited for a variety of 
manufacturing and non-manufacturing activities and recommended seven (7) business 
and industry clusters:  forest products and related industries; general manufacturing 
(particularly transportation equipment, plastics and rubber products, and fabricated metal 
products); warehousing and distribution; waste management and technology; law 
enforcement administration and training; agricultural sciences and agribusiness; and 
recreation and tourism.  Optimal locations for the target industries were listed:  U.S. 58 
Corridor, Lawrenceville area, east; I-85 Corridor, Alberta area, east and west; U.S. 58 
Corridor, Brodnax area, east; and, Lake Gaston area, Gasburg/Valentines.  The Leak-
Goforth study concluded that with respect to the relevance or importance of these as 
locations for the target industries, the U.S. 58 Corridor, Lawrenceville area, east location 
had at least some potential for all identified target industries, in most cases having 
significant activity and potential. 
 
At the time of this writing, the Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority is 
considering development of a Small Business Incubator Feasibility Study. 
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6.  Travel and Tourism 
 
Lawrenceville remains cognizant of the potential positive economic impact of travel and 
tourism as an industry.  Many initiatives are being considered and/or pursued to take 
advantage of the Town’s and the region’s cultural and historical assets as tourist 
attractions. 
 
Lawrenceville is a member of Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville has 
been designated as the Trail Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail.  The Tobacco 
Heritage Trail is a multi-jurisdictional rail to trails initiative that has been master planned.  
A “Structure Study Report” for trail facilities in Lawrenceville (as well as other sites 
along the trail) has been prepared.  Abandoned Norfolk-Southern Railway right of way 
must be acquired for rails to trails use. 
 
An abandoned school building on Park Street (owned by Brunswick County) has been 
identified as the potential site for an artisan’s center.  The Town and County should 
continue to work with the State to make this proposal a reality.  Currently there are two 
such centers in the State (Abingdon and Staunton).  The potential positive economic 
impact on the economies of the Town and County make this project a priority.  This 
project, in conjunction with the Town’s continuing downtown revitalization efforts and 
the Town’s potential location as the Trail Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail 
will benefit the Town, County, and region greatly from increased publicity and tourist 
interest.  
 
7.  Income 
 
Neither the U.S. Department of Commerce (Bureau of Economic Analysis), nor the 
Virginia Employment Commission provides income estimates for towns.  However, 
based on sample data, Census 2000 reported that in Lawrenceville, the per capita income 
was $12,353.00; the median household income was $28,594.00; and, the median family 
income was $41,875.00.  Although not broken down for Lawrenceville, the Virginia 
Employment Commission estimates the average weekly wage for workers at the county 
level.  The average weekly wage for workers in Brunswick County was $565.00 in 2006.  
The average weekly wage for the State in 2006 was $887.00, and for the Nation $784.00. 
 
8.  Population Living Below the Poverty Level 
 
Based on sample data, Census 2000 reported that in Lawrenceville, there were 29 
families living below the poverty level.  This represented 12.7% of the 228 families 
reported in 2000.  There were 192 people living below the poverty level in 2000.  This 
represented about 15% of the Town’s total population of 1,275 people.  
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Chapter III:  Community Facilities 
 
A.  Introduction 
 
Community facilities are the improvements made to an area which serves the general 
public.  They include not only those facilities owned by the public, but also those owned 
and operated by private enterprises for the benefit of the community.  The following 
sections describe existing community facilities available in and around Lawrenceville.  
EXHIBIT III-A at the end of the chapter provides a general overview of the relative 
location of selected community facilities. 
 
There is a direct relationship between the location and density of land use and the 
location and size of required public facilities and services.  Existing land uses largely 
determine the requirements for public improvements.  On the other hand, future land 
development is directly tied to the adequacy of public services and the willingness of 
government to extend or upgrade them.  Without sewer, water, roads, public safety, 
emergency services, and educational facilities, the uses and density to which land can be 
put is limited.  For this reason, much of the utility and value of privately-owned land is a 
reflection of the level of public facilities which serve it.  Community facilities attract and 
enhance development in the same manner as public utilities.  For example, industries 
frequently locate near a combination of transportation modes such as highways, airports, 
and/or railroads.  Residential development gravitates to areas near schools and parks and 
recreation facilities.   
 
Because public facility improvements are extremely expensive in terms of the local tax 
dollars required to provide them, they should be prudently planned and provided in the 
most economical and efficient manner possible.  This requires exercising local powers to 
regulate changes in land use to insure that the public is not later required to pay for public 
facilities that might have been unnecessary. 
 
B.  Communications 
 
Verizon maintains telephone service within Lawrenceville.  Several other 
communications companies serve the surrounding area including:  Sprint, Bell Atlantic, 
and Buggs Island Telephone Company.  Cellular service providers include Verizon, 
Sprint, Nextel, Cingular, and Alltel.  
 
Tobacco Program (Buyout) Money was used to install a fiber optics line along U.S. 
Highway 58 with a line to Saint Paul’s College.  Lawrenceville is one of five towns to get 
additional grant money to develop a fiber optics test site.  In addition to the prestige and 
notoriety of the award, the Town stands to accrue potential economic development 
benefits as it becomes more attractive to communication technology dependant 
employers. 
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C.  Cultural and Historic Assets 
 
Lawrenceville and Brunswick County offer abundant and varied cultural and historic 
assets which can, and should be promoted for the tourism related economic impact 
potential they have.  Lawrenceville could serve as the hub for cultural and historic 
tourism related experiences given its central location and proximity to assets.   
 
The downtown area of Lawrenceville contains many historic buildings, which as a unit 
should be preserved as typical iron-and- brick construction of the late 1800's.  The area is 
primarily dominated by Courthouse Square, where Brunswick County’s administrative 
offices are located.  The Virginia Historical Landmarks Commission lists 74 historic 
buildings located throughout Brunswick County. Of these, approximately 70 are either 
occupied at present or are being used for a purpose.  In addition, there are numerous 
cemeteries, seven old stone road markers, and the former sites of two historic buildings, 
Fort Christanna and Ebenezer Academy. 
 
The first recorded expedition by colonists into what is now Brunswick County occurred 
in 1650.  Explorers left Fort Henry (Petersburg) to follow the Occoneeche Trail for 
trading with the Indians to the south. 
 
In 1714, Governor Alexander Spotswood established a fort on high ground overlooking 
the Meherrin River at a location about three miles south of Lawrenceville.  Under the 
auspices of the Brunswick County Historical Society, an archeological excavation of the 
fort was conducted during the summers of 1979, 1980 and 1981.  The outlines of the old 
palisade wall and locations of several blockhouses have been established. 
 
In 1720, the General Assembly passed an act for “erecting the Counties of Spotsylvania 
and Brunswick” which directed “That five hundred pounds…be paid by the Treasurer to 
Nathaniel Harrison, esq., Jonathan Allen, Henry Harrison, and William Edwards, 
gentlemen…for a church, courthouse, prison, pillory and stocks, where they shall think 
fit.”  The first courthouse was constructed circa 1732 on a site near Cochran.  Moved to 
the east in 1746, the County seat was moved again in 1783 to be established at the present 
site.  A wood frame courthouse, described by a visitor in 1835 as “a very handsome 
building” was built in 1784 on the site now occupied by the Brunswick County Museum. 
 
The Town was created officially by an act of the General Assembly on 22 January 1814.  
The act directed that twenty acres of land belonging to Peggy Williams be laid off into 
lots and be known as Lawrenceville.  Legend has it that the name was inspired by a 
famous racehorse, Lawrence, owned by a prosperous landowner who had built a nearby 
race track at the end of the eighteenth century. 
 
By 1836, the Town was served by at least two stage routes as noted on the Tourist’s 
Pocket Map of the State of Virginia published that year.  One ran north and south 
between Petersburg and Warrenton, NC, daily.  The other ran east and west between 
Lawrenceville and Halifax Courthouse three times a week. 
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In 1846 the Town was described thus:  “It is a neat village, pleasantly situated on a 
branch of the Meherrin River, and contains 2 churches and about 25 dwellings.”  One of 
the churches, St. Andrew’s Episcopal, constructed in 1829, continues to serve its 
parishioners as the oldest public building extant in Lawrenceville.   
 
Richard H. Sharp gave land on Church Street in 1847 for construction of the 
Lawrenceville Methodist Church.  The original building was replaced by the present 
sanctuary in 1906.  The Greek Revival courthouse, which remains on Courthouse Square, 
was constructed in 1854 to succeed the late 18th century structure.  County court records 
were maintained on the first floor there until completion of the adjacent Clerk’s Building 
in 1893.  These two buildings are included in the Brunswick County Courthouse Square 
nomination approved for inclusion in the National Register in 1974. 
 
Incorporation for the Town of Lawrenceville was achieved in 1874.  Mr. Charles E. May 
later recalled the Town of that era as “a very small village consisting of a courthouse, a 
few small stores, two blacksmith shops, a shoe maker’s shop, and several dwellings.” 
 
In 1888, James Solomon Russell, an Episcopal priest born into slavery in 1857, 
established a parish school for black children.  By 1893, the school was incorporated and 
became the Saint Paul’s Normal and Industrial School.  Dr. Russell’s efforts were blessed 
with continuing success.  The school became Saint Paul’s College in 1957 and attracts 
students from around the globe.  Three of the early buildings remaining on campus have 
been listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
With a bill signing on the Iron Bridge (a.k.a. Gholson Bridge) on Sunday, June 25, 2006,  
the State officially designated the Meherrin River as a State Scenic River.  The Iron 
Bridge across the Meherrin River is a State and National Historic Landmark.  The Iron 
Bridge is located along VA Secondary Highway 715, southeast of Lawrenceville.  The 
Town should work with Brunswick County to promote and encourage efforts to protect, 
preserve, and maintain the Iron Bridge in its present location as a valuable historical and 
cultural asset.  As discussed later in this chapter, several State primary and secondary 
highways in and around Lawrenceville have been designated as Virginia Scenic Byways, 
while others have been proposed for the designation.   
 
D.  Electric Utilities 
 
Lawrenceville is provided electric service by Dominion Virginia Power.  Dominion 
Virginia Power also serves other parts of Brunswick County, as do Southside Electric Co-
Operative and Mecklenburg Electric Co-operative. 
 
E.  Emergency Medical Services 
 
The Brunswick Volunteer Rescue Squad provides Basic Life Support and Advanced Life 
Support services.  The squad consists of 37 members and is equipped with three 
ambulances, one crash truck, and one command unit.  The squad covers about two-thirds 
of Brunswick County including all of Interstate 85 and Governor Harrison Highway (U.S. 
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58).  The squad operates out of the main station in Lawrenceville and a substation in 
Alberta.  The squad has a response time of 10 minutes. 
 
The Central Volunteer Rescue Squad also provides Basic Life Support and Advanced 
Life Support services.  The squad consists of thirty-six (36) members and is equipped 
with three ambulances, one crash truck, one command unit, and four 16-foot boats with 
trailers.  The squad serves the southern one-third of Brunswick County.  Its area includes 
approximately one-fifth of the area surrounding Lake Gaston.  The squad has a response 
time of 10 minutes. 
 
F.  Fire Protection 
 
The Lawrenceville Fire Department is quartered in the Lawrenceville Town Hall on Main 
Street.  Lawrenceville also benefits from mutual aid agreements with other departments 
serving Brunswick County (Alberta, Brodnax, Dolphin, Ebony, Gasburg, and Triplet).  
These departments have a joint response cooperation agreement on all structural fires.  In 
addition, there is an agreement with the South Hill Fire Department to provide a ladder 
truck and a pumper truck to the Lawrenceville Fire Department for all structural fires 
(with a response time of less than 30 minutes). 
 
The Lawrenceville Fire Department has thirty (30) members.  The Alberta Fire 
Department has twenty-seven (27) members; Brodnax Fire Department has thirty (30) 
members; Dolphin Fire Department has twenty (20) members; Ebony Fire Department 
has thirty (30) members; Gasburg Fire Department consists of thirty-nine (39) members; 
and Triplet Fire Department consists of twenty-four (24) members. 
 
G.  Law Enforcement and Public Safety 
 
The Lawrenceville Town Police Department includes five full-time employees, five 
vehicles and five mobile communications sets, and four personal communications sets 
operated from the central base communications network of the Sheriff’s Department.  
The Town Police have an average response time of four minutes within the 
Lawrenceville town limits.  Should a situation occur that demands more manpower than 
the department can provide, the Virginia State Police provides assistance.   
 
Additional police protection is also provided by the County Sheriff’s Department which 
is located in Lawrenceville with offices along New Hicks Street.  The Towns of Alberta 
and Brodnax have their own Police Departments.  The Brunswick County Sheriff’s 
Department includes twenty (20) full-time employees, 10 vehicles and 10 mobile 
communications sets, eight personal communications sets, one major base 
communications set, and two additional emergency base units.  The response time of the 
Sheriff’s Department is approximately 10 minutes.  The Alberta Town Police Department 
includes two officers with vehicles and communications equipment.  The Brodnax Town 
Police Department includes one full-time employee, one vehicle, and one mobile 
communications set. 
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The Virginia Department of Corrections (DOC) operates a facility in Brunswick County, 
located just east of the Lawrenceville Town Line.  Brunswick Correctional Center 
consists of two units:  a Level 3 security prison (medium custody male facility) which 
opened in 1982 and houses an average daily population of 663; and, Brunswick Work 
Center for Women which is a Level 1 facility.  The Lawrenceville Correctional Center is 
another DOC facility, operated by the Geo Group, Inc. (formerly the Wackenhut 
Corrections Corporation) which has 1,536 beds. 
 
H.  Libraries and Museums 
 
Library service is provided to Lawrenceville by the Meherrin Regional Library, 
established in 1950 as the Brunswick-Greensville Regional Library.  The present system 
serves Brunswick and Greensville Counties.  The library is headquartered in 
Lawrenceville.  Services of the library include a bookmobile, film programs  
for all age groups, lending library, reference collection, information and referral service, 
periodicals, inter-library loan service, educational and recreational programs for adults 
and youth, copying, and lending of audio resources.  Programs offered include reading 
programs, art displays, and use of facilities for community functions.  The library has 
inter-library access to the Virginia State Library in Richmond.  The County is also served 
by Southside Virginia Community College Library.  Both college libraries serve the 
general public as well as their students.  In addition, Saint Paul’s College in 
Lawrenceville has a library and a large microfilm and microfiche collection which is 
generally open to the public. 
 
I.  Medical and Health Services 
 
Medical (hospital and emergency room) services are available at Community Memorial 
Hospital in South Hill, 19 miles west of Lawrenceville; Southern Regional Hospital, 18 
miles east in Emporia; and Petersburg General Hospital in Petersburg, 50 miles north of 
Lawrenceville. 
 
Public health services are administered by the Virginia State Health Department.  The 
Department’s office is located in Lawrenceville and offers a number of medical services, 
including medical care, The Women, Infant, and Children Nutrition Program (WIC), 
Medicaid services, maternity services, communicable disease treatment, home health for 
homebound patients, family planning, and others. 
 
There are three private health care offices/clinics in Brunswick County with four doctors 
and five dentists available.  The clinics are: Christopher Ackerman, M.D., Southside 
Community Health Center, and Brunswick Family Practice.  
 
Brunswick Mental Health Services, located in Lawrenceville, provides direct services to 
residents including individual and group counseling and psychotherapy; marital and 
family therapy; sexual counseling and therapy; alcohol and drug abuse services; 
diagnostic assessments - intelligence, personality, and aptitude; consultation to social 
services, public health, schools, law enforcement, physicians and hospitals, clergy, 
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corrections, and other local agencies; aftercare assistance for former residents of State 
institutions; and education/outreach services to local schools, clubs, and other 
organizations. 
 
Ruxton Health of Lawrenceville (formerly The Brian Center Nursing Care-
Lawrenceville) began operation in June 1989 and is a 90-bed nursing home facility 
providing capacity for 13 assisted living, 67 intermediate care, and 10 skilled care 
residents.   
 
J.  Natural Gas 
 
Brunswick County is serviced by Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation.  A gas 
transmission line crosses the County (east-west) south of Lawrenceville and north of 
Brodnax.   
 
K.  Recreation and Public Open Space 
 
A wide range of organized recreational activities are offered for the youth.  In the spring 
and early summer, there are baseball, tee-ball, and softball league play.  Soccer is 
available in the fall.  Organized football is available in the fall.  Basketball is enjoyed 
throughout the area.  Public school gyms are the sites for both recreational and school 
affiliated basketball. The Town has hosted baseball tournaments at its historic ball field 
located near the Lawrenceville Town Hall.  Such events introduce the Town to visitors, 
not to mention the potential positive impact to the local economy.   
 
Other recreational facilities include golf courses, tennis courts, and ball fields.  Lighted 
athletic fields are available for softball, baseball, and football.  The SCORE Recreation 
Park (started in 2005), just east of Lawrenceville on Lawrenceville Plank Road will 
provide athletic fields, tennis courts, a track, a retreat center, an amphitheater, and cabins. 
 
Outdoor recreational opportunities are nearly limitless to the residents of Lawrenceville 
due to excellent water resources and nearby vast forest lands.  Lake Gaston, a 20,000-
acre man-made lake south of Lawrenceville, is located partially in Brunswick County and 
is a prime water skiing, boating, and fishing site.  In addition to Lake Gaston, the 
Meherrin and Nottoway Rivers and numerous creeks and ponds offer fine canoeing and 
fishing.  The Great Creek Watershed Project provides additional opportunities for water-
related recreational activities.  Great Creek Park, located off U.S. 46 just north of 
Lawrenceville, opened in 1998.  Brunswick County offers some of the best hunting in the 
State.  Dove, quail, duck, rabbit, squirrel, deer, fox, and raccoon are all abundant within 
the County, as there is a great deal of privately- held timberland open to public hunting 
by permit.   
 
At the time of this writing, Virginia’s Department of Rails and Public Transportation has 
plans to develop the Southeast High Speed Rail line in the alignment of CSX’s 
abandoned Seaboard Railroad corridor (called the S-Line).  This railroad corridor has 
been identified as a major component of the Tobacco Heritage Trail, necessary to link the 
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Norfolk, Franklin, and Danville corridor that passes through LaCross with the Virginia 
Railroad that passes through Alberta.  The Town is a member of the Roanoke River Rails 
to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville supports and has attended meetings relative to the proposed 
Tobacco Heritage Trail. 
 
The S-Line has also been identified as the preferred route for the East Coast Greenway 
from Petersburg to Raleigh, North Carolina.  A bicycle and pedestrian facility should be 
constructed in the alignment of the Southern High Speed Rail line as part of the 
construction of the railroad project.  It should also include considerations for trailhead 
access points in Brunswick County, with the County determining the preferred locations 
for trailhead accesses.  Since funding for the construction of the Southeast High Speed 
Rail line has not been appropriated, the bed of the abandoned Seaboard Railroad should 
be used in the interim as the alignment of the Tobacco Heritage Trail and the East Coast 
Greenway. 
 
Lawrenceville is a member of Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc.  Lawrenceville has 
been designated as the Trail Head for the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail.  The Tobacco 
Heritage Trail is a multi-jurisdictional rails to trails initiative that has been master 
planned.  A “Structure Study Report” for trail facilities in Lawrenceville (as well as other 
sites along the trail) has been prepared.  Abandoned Norfolk-Southern Railway right of 
way must be acquired for rails to trails use. 
 
There are also private clubs in the area offering swimming, tennis, and golf.  The Family 
Fun Center at The Club near Gasburg and south of Lawrenceville offers an inside 
swimming pool, game room, and bowling alley.  There are community centers in the 
towns and most communities have facilities for dances, meetings, and exhibits. 
 
L.  Schools and Education 
 
The Brunswick County Public School System serves Lawrenceville.  The school system 
consists of a high school (Brunswick High School and Technical Center), a middle school 
(J.S. Russell Middle School), and three elementary schools (Meherrin-Powellton 
Elementary School, Red Oak-Sturgeon Elementary School, and Totaro Elementary 
School).  Administrative offices for the system were relocated from a central location in 
Lawrenceville to the former Sturgeon Elementary School building northeast of Town as 
of December 2006.  Other facilities include the school bus maintenance garage located 
east of Lawrenceville on School Days Drive (VA Secondary Highway 727) and a 
maintenance shop located in Lawrenceville. 
 
Brunswick Academy, an independent co-educational facility consisting of grades K-12, is 
located within two miles of Lawrenceville.   Brunswick Academy recently added a new 
middle school and has made additions to its library. 
 
There are two colleges located in Brunswick County:  Saint Paul’s College and the 
Christanna Campus of the Southside Virginia Community College. 
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Saint Paul’s College in Lawrenceville is a private, church-affiliated, coeducational 
institution. It offers the Bachelor of Science degree, the Bachelor of Arts degree, and the 
Bachelor of Science in Education degree.  The disciplines include Biology, Business 
Administration, Business Education, English, Elementary Education, Mathematics, 
Office Administrative Services, Political Science, Secondary Education, and Social 
Science and Sociology. Concentrations offered include Accounting, Chemistry, 
Computer Science, History, Management, and Marketing.  Computer literacy is required 
of all students. Cooperative education, internships, fieldwork, and independent research 
offer opportunities to gain new skills and test career interests.  A Student Union Building 
has been added to the campus since 2000.  


 
The Virginia Community College system operates the Christanna Campus of the 
Southside Virginia Community College near Alberta as part of their statewide two-year 
college system.  The school offers occupational technical training for employees, the first 
two years of most four-year degree programs, and associate degrees, diplomas, and 
certificates.  Programs of study include Information Systems, Business Management, 
Computer-Aided Drafting and Design, Electronics, Air-Conditioning, Electricity, Human 
Services, Administration of Justice, Nursing, Truck Driving, and many others. 
 
Adult education programs are offered through the Brunswick County Public School 
System, Saint Paul’s College, and the Southside Virginia Community College’s 
Christanna Campus.  Opportunities for adult education range from General Equivalency 
Diploma (GED) preparation to self-improvement and technical training courses. 
 
Other nearby institutions offering bachelor and advanced degree programs include 
Virginia State University and Richard Bland College fifty (50) miles north of 
Lawrenceville in Petersburg, and Longwood University and Hampton-Sydney College, 
both located sixty (60) miles northwest of Lawrenceville in Prince Edward County. 


 
M.  Solid Waste 
 
In 1997, the Brunswick Waste Management Facility was opened by Allied Waste 
Industries, Inc. of Scottsdale, Arizona.  The landfill encompasses 822 acres with 
approximately 27 active acres.  The State has approved 420 acres for use.  The majority 
of the waste is trucked in from the surrounding areas in Virginia and neighboring states, 
including North Carolina and Maryland, and from New York.  Waste that is non-
hazardous is accepted from North Carolina, Maryland, and New York.  Plans for an on-
site rail spur are being developed.  The landfill is located east of Lawrenceville on VA 
Secondary Highway 733 (Mallard Crossing Road).   
 
Within Lawrenceville, garbage is collected by the Town twice weekly from residences 
and daily from commercial establishments and transported to the landfill. 
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N.  Town Offices 
 
Town offices, including Town Manager, Treasurer, and Police Department are located in 
the Lawrenceville Town Hall building at 400 North Main Street.  In addition to public 
meeting spaces, the Town Hall houses the Chamber of Commerce.  The Lawrenceville 
Fire Department is quartered in the Town Hall as well.  The Town Shop is located on 
Christanna Highway. 
 
Some basic governmental functions such as building inspection and courts and justice are 
provided to Lawrenceville--as well as Alberta and Brodnax--by Brunswick County.  
County offices, including Administration, Building Inspection, Planning and Zoning, 
Treasurer, Commissioner of the Revenue, Registrar, Sheriff, Health Department, and 
Social Services are located in County-owned buildings in Lawrenceville.  Brunswick 
County courts occupy facilities in a County-owned courts building which is also in 
Lawrenceville. 
 
O.  Transportation 
 
1.  Streets, Roads, and Highways 
 
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has been responsible for planning 
and implementing highway programs in the Commonwealth since the 1930's.  VDOT 
maintains the Lawrenceville transportation system.  The General Assembly granted 
counties (and by extension, their towns) the option of sharing responsibility for 
determining highway improvement priorities with the Department of Transportation.  
Brunswick County and Lawrenceville take advantage of opportunities to participate in 
transportation planning. 
 
Lawrenceville benefits from a good transportation system featuring city-like avenues, 
streets, courts, lanes, etc., as well as a U.S. Highway and VA Primary Highways.  
Interstate highways are nearby.  APPENDIX 1 is a comprehensive transportation system 
map book for Lawrenceville which provides an index and contains aerial photography 
overlaid with the Town’s transportation system.  APPENDIX 2 is the Daily Traffic 
Volume Estimates for Lawrenceville as determined by VDOT. 
 
Included in Virginia’s arterial highway system, U.S. Highway 58 runs east-west through 
Lawrenceville and the center of Brunswick County.  The highway is currently four-lane 
divided for its entire length through the County except in Brodnax where it is four-lane 
undivided.  The highway includes a limited access bypass through Lawrenceville.  U.S. 
Highway 58 serves the southern portion of Virginia, providing highway linkages between 
Norfolk to the east and the cities of South Boston, Danville, Martinsville, and Bristol to 
the west. 
 
There are three VA primary highways in Brunswick County, one of which passes through 
Lawrenceville.  VA Primary Highway 46 runs a north-south route through the center of 
the County in the vicinity of Alberta, and through Lawrenceville to the North Carolina 
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border and the City of Roanoke Rapids in that state.  Increased traffic on this route, 
particularly in the Lawrenceville area, can be attributed to residential development and 
travel to and from the Southside Virginia Community College at the VA Primary 
Highway 46 and VA Primary Highway 1 intersection.  VA Primary Highway 46 connects 
with U.S. Highway 460 in Blackstone, and U.S. Highway 301 and Interstate 95 near 
Roanoke Rapids.  VA Primary Highway 1 runs parallel to Interstate 85 through Alberta 
and carried the interstate traffic prior to its opening.  VA Primary Highway 137 is in 
northwestern Brunswick County. 
 
Interstate 85 passes through the northwest corner of Brunswick County near the Town of 
Alberta.  Interstate 85 connects Interstate 95 from Petersburg, Virginia to Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Interstate 95 lies 10 miles east of Brunswick County at Emporia. 
 
During the update of its comprehensive plan (adopted May 8, 2007), Brunswick County 
included Lawrenceville in its Lawrenceville - U.S. Highway 58 East Planning Area.  
During the process, traffic hazards or system deficiencies were identified within the 
planning area in or near Lawrenceville including:  the Food Lion entrance and Governor 
Harrison Highway (U.S. Highway 58) and Brunswick Square Mall (generally); the 
intersection/vicinity of 5th Ave. and Christanna Highway (VA Primary Highway 46) 
South; Western Mill Road (VA Secondary Highway 670) to Lawrenceville Airport; the 
stop light at U.S. Highway 58 Business in Lawrenceville; Planters Road (VA Secondary 
Highway 606) from Lawrenceville Plank Road (U.S. Highway 58 Business) to Poor 
House Road (VA Secondary Highway 642) (should be upgraded); Brooks Crossing (VA 
Secondary Highway 606) south of Governor Harrison Parkway (U.S. Highway 58) and 
Airport Drive (VA Secondary Highway 670) (should be upgraded); and, Governor 
Harrison Parkway (U.S. Highway 58) (study options to create another access to Governor 
Harrison Parkway (U.S. Highway 58) from the landfill/industrial area to handle truck 
traffic). 
 
Currently, motorists from downtown Lawrenceville must use U.S. Highway 58 (west) for 
a short distance before leaving the highway to access the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) 
Shopping Center in the western part of the Town.  Making VA Secondary Highway 694 a 
direct connector to the shopping center would help to alleviate this potentially dangerous 
situation. 
 
To address some concerns relative to congestion, the Town may continue to support and 
lobby for an east-west connector road between VA Secondary Highway 641 (Bright Leaf 
Road) at its intersection with VA Secondary Highway 642 (Poor House Road) and VA 
Primary Highway 46 (Christanna Highway) north of Lawrenceville.  If such a road is 
built, it would provide a by-pass type effect north of Lawrenceville.  It would terminate at  
 
VA Primary Highway 46 near a large acreage tract owned by Saint Paul’s College.VA 
Primary Highway 46 (Christanna Highway), which runs through Lawrenceville, has been 
designated a scenic byway from the North Carolina Line to the Brunswick 
County/Nottoway County line.  Portions of other routes in Brunswick County have been 
designated as Virginia Scenic Byways.   These include VA Secondary Highways 626 
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(Robinson Ferry Road and Gasburg Road) and 903 (Hendricks Mill Road).  Brunswick 
County is also requesting scenic byway designation for VA Secondary Highways 715 
(Iron Bridge Road), 785 (Park Place), and 629 (Rawlings Road). 
 
2.  Rail and Motor Transport 
 
Lawrenceville and Brunswick County is served by the Norfolk Southern Corporation 
(Norfolk-Franklin-Danville Railroad).  The Norfolk Southern runs east from 
Lawrenceville, providing railway express and heavy freight service, and connects with 
north and south rail lines in Emporia, thus providing rail transportation access to all parts 
of the nation. 
 
Motor transport (freight service) is provided by numerous trucking companies, providing 
interstate shipping service and/or intrastate service. 
 
3.  Pedestrain and Multi-use Facilities 
 
New sidewalks, connections between existing sidewalks, and general improvements to 
existing sidewalks are needed at various places in Town.  For example, sidewalk 
connection is needed from the Saint Paul’s College Student Center on Main Street to the 
existing sidewalk.  A sidewalk construction and improvement plan should be considered 
to identify and prioritize needs and generally plan for sidewalk construction and 
improvements. 
 
Virginia’s Department of Rails and Public Transportation is plans to develop the 
Southeast High Speed Rail line in the alignment of CSX’s abandoned Seaboard Railroad 
corridor (called the S-Line).  This railroad corridor has been identified as a major 
component of the Tobacco Heritage Trail, necessary to link the Norfolk, Franklin, and 
Danville corridor that passes through LaCross with the Virginia Railroad that passes 
through Alberta.  The S-Line has also been identified as the preferred route for the East 
Coast Greenway from Petersburg to Raleigh, North Carolina.  A bicycle and pedestrian 
facility should be constructed in the alignment of the Southern High Speed Rail line as 
part of the construction of the railroad project.  It should also include considerations for 
trailhead access points in Brunswick County, with the County determining the preferred 
locations for trailhead accesses.  Since funding for the construction of the Southeast High 
Speed Rail line has not been appropriated, the bed of the abandoned Seaboard Railroad 
should be used in the interim as the alignment of the Tobacco Heritage Trail and the East 
Coast Greenway. 
 
4.  Airports 
 
The Lawrenceville-Brunswick Airport, with a lighted, asphalt runway of 3,020 feet and a 
1,890-foot alternate (turf) runway, is a general aviation facility. The Lawrenceville-
Brunswick Airport is located at the intersection of Governor Harrison Parkway (U.S. 58) 
and Airport Drive (SR 670).  The Mecklenburg-Brunswick Regional Airport is located 
near Brodnax in Mecklenburg County, about 12 miles west of Lawrenceville.  This 
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general aviation facility has a runway of 5,000 feet, and can accommodate all but the 
largest jet transports.  Commercial aviation facilities serving the region include 
international airports in or near Richmond, Norfolk, and Raleigh-Durham. 
 
P.  Water System 
 
Lawrenceville owns and operates a public water system which serves the Town and some 
adjacent areas in Brunswick County including:  Rolling Woods subdivision; Brunswick 
Square Shopping Center (now within the Town Limits); Town Shop (along VA Primary 
Highway 46); Slip-In Food Store (along VA Primary Highway 46); VA Primary 
Highway 46 North to the Town of Alberta pump station (about 1 mile north past the J.S. 
Russell Middle School); Mayfield area; State Department of Corrections prisons; 
Brunswick Academy (along Planters Road); VDOT facility (along Planters Road); 
Lawrenceville Brick and Tile plant; Scotts wood products complex; Brunswick County 
Industrial Park; Pinecrest Apartments; Brooks Crossing area; and Cedar Grove area. 
 
The system obtains water from Great Creek using a 2.0 million gallon per day (MGD) 
intake structure, with an auxiliary supply (1.0 MGD) from the Meherrin River.     The 
system was upgraded in 2000 and now has a capacity of 2.0 million gallons per day 
(MGD).  The system’s usage is approximately 1.0 MGD.  The excess capacity (1.0 
MGD) has been guaranteed for the County’s use, which in turn has given the BCIDA 
authority over its apportionment. Storage in the system consists of several elevated 
storage tanks ranging from 150,000 to 400,000 gallons, and 300,000 gallon ground level 
storage (with booster pumps).  A new 300,000 gallon ground level storage tank has been 
constructed along U.S. Highway 58.  Beyond recent improvements, the Lawrenceville 
Water Treatment Plant’s expandability has been estimated at 3.0 - 5.0 MGD, given 
certain circumstances.  
 
Lawrenceville continually assesses its needs with respect to its water system.  Potential 
water system related capital improvement projects have been identified and included in a 
water projects spreadsheet maintained and updated as necessary by the Town Manager.  
APPENDIX 3 is the current Water Projects spreadsheet showing potential projects, work 
completed footages, estimated costs, and potential funding sources. 
 
The Towns of Alberta and Brodnax have water systems.  Alberta’s water system was 
developed in 1950 with a major addition in 1971 and further additions in 1988.  The 
system utilizes water from the Lawrenceville water system, supplied via a 6.5 mile long, 
10” diameter water main (along VA Primary Highways 46 and 1) and a 250 gallon per 
minute booster station.  Alberta and Lawrenceville have a multi-year purchase 
agreement.  Alberta is supplied up to 200,000 gallons per day (GPD).  The Brodnax water 
system was developed in 1946, with additions in 1967 and 1987.  Prior to 2000, the 
system utilized groundwater from two wells.  The system was abandoned following the 
August 2000 connection of a 16” waterline from the Town of LaCross to the Brodnax 
Town Line 
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Q.  Wastewater System 
 
Lawrenceville owns and operates a wastewater collection and treatment system which 
serves the Town and some adjacent areas in Brunswick County including:  Rolling 
Woods subdivision; Brunswick Square Shopping Center (now within the Town Limits);  
Slip-In Food Store (along VA Primary Highway 46); VA Primary Highway 46 North to 
the Town of Alberta pump station (about 1 mile north past the J.S. Russell Middle 
School); J.S. Russell Middle School; Mayfield area; State Department of Corrections 
prisons; Brunswick Academy (along Planters Road); VDOT facility (along Planters 
Road); Lawrenceville Brick and Tile plant; Brunswick County Industrial Park; Pinecrest 
Apartments; Brooks Crossing area; and Cedar Grove area. 
 
The Lawrenceville wastewater treatment plant has a current capacity to treat 1.2 million 
gallons of sewage per day.  After removal of contaminants, treated water is returned to 
Rose’s Creek.  Average flows at the plant are in the .850 MGD range.  The current site 
could be built to a maximum of 7.5 MGD and would accommodate 3.0 – 5.0 MGD. 
 
Lawrenceville is proactive in its approach to providing quality and adequate wastewater 
and to correcting deficiencies as practicable. Recent improvements to the wastewater 
system to correct inflow and infiltration issues related to lines serving Saint Paul’s 
College are an example.  The Town’s systems have been mapped.  The Town benefits 
from on-going capital needs assessment and project identification efforts concerning 
water and wastewater systems by the Town staff. 
 
Lawrenceville also continues to assess its needs with respect its wastewater system.  The 
continued adequacy of the Lawrenceville’s wastewater system to meet existing and 
projected needs is paramount to keeping Lawrenceville and its environs viable and 
attractive to new development prospects.  Potential wastewater system related capital 
improvement projects have been identified and included in a sewer projects spreadsheet 
maintained and updated as necessary by the Town Manager.  APPENDIX 4 is the current 
Sewer Projects spreadsheet showing potential projects, work completed footages, 
estimated costs, and potential funding sources.  
 
The Towns of Alberta and Brodnax also have wastewater collection and/or treatment 
capabilities.  Alberta’s treatment plant has a capacity of 100,000 gallons per day.  Service 
outside the Town is limited to small residential areas.  Brodnax contracts with South Hill 
to treat up to 50,000 gallons per day of wastewater.  Brunswick County may be able to 
utilize some of the excess capacities in the systems of Lawrenceville and Alberta under 
certain conditions.   
 
Brunswick County commissioned the “Water and Sewer Study for Brunswick County, 
Virginia (1997)” by B & B Consultants, in order to “identify means for meeting the 
future water and wastewater needs of Brunswick County, Virginia.”  A more detailed 
water and sewer study was prepared for the Brunswick County Industrial Development 
Authority (BCIDA) by Timmons, Inc. dated August 21, 2000.  This study “Water and 
Wastewater Utility Master Plan,” addressed several specific project alternatives to meet 
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future needs.  The Study was an effort to identify alternatives for the provision of water 
and wastewater service to areas targeted by the BCIDA for industrial development, in 
order to be better equipped to attract industry.  Lawrenceville’s water and wastewater 
utility systems were cited in both studies as crucial elements with respect to the County’s 
ability to provide these core services for future development. 
 
At the time of this writing, new State regulations are being discussed which would 
mandate that on-site sewage disposal systems (septic tanks and drain fields) are pumped 
out on a regular basis.  The State mandated pump out regulations will require treatment of 
the waste collected at a receiving facility such as a public wastewater plant.  The 
implementation of such regulations will mean that upgrades to existing public wastewater 
facilities, most notably the Lawrenceville wastewater treatment plant, will be necessary.  
Alberta is in the process of upgrading its wastewater treatment facilities.  Given the 
number of septic tanks and drain field systems in use in Brunswick County, 
Lawrenceville should continually monitor this issue and if necessary, work with the 
County to provide the necessary facilities or upgrades to meet demands.   
 
R.  Community Facilities Planning 
 
Community facilities improvements are extremely expensive in terms of the local tax 
dollars required to provide them.  Community facilities improvements should be 
prudently planned and provided in the most economical and efficient manner possible.  
The Town administrative staff has a good handle on the needs of many community 
facilities and systems, as well as what manner of improvements would be necessary to 
serve new users that may come to the area.  The development of a comprehensive capital 
improvements plan containing at least a narrative of the policies and procedures of 
various service providers serving Lawrenceville and estimates of the costs of capital 
projects should be undertaken.  Such a document could be posted on the Town’s web site 
when developed, and used as a marketing tool as the Town entertains economic and 
industrial development prospects.  APPENDIX 5 is a spreadsheet showing the budgetary 
category, project name, and project cost for a variety of projects identified by the Town 
administrative staff.  This spreadsheet (as well as APPENDIX 3 and APPENDIX 4) 
could be used as the basis for a comprehensive capital improvements plan. 
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EXHIBIT III-A 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


SELECTED COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
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Chapter IV:  Existing Land Use and Development 
 
A.  Natural Features and Environment 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
Natural features of the land have an effect on development patterns.  The features of 
topography, soils, geology, water, and vegetation establish the basic suitability and 
capacity of the land for development.  These features affect the way in which particular 
parcels of land can be used, greatly influencing overall land use patterns, and affect the 
cost of public facilities and services.  For illustrative purposes, the general location of 
various natural environmental constraints to development including general soil types, 
wetlands, and flood plains are shown on EXHIBIT IV-A, Natural Features on page IV-4. 
 
2.  Climate and Air Quality 
 
A moderate climate prevails in Lawrenceville with an average annual temperature of 57 
degrees.  Summer temperatures average 76.5 degrees, while winter temperatures average 
42 degrees.  The frost-free growing season extends from about April 15th to October 20th, 
providing a growing season of approximately 188 days.  The annual rainfall averages 43 
inches.  The months of July and August generally average over 5 inches of rainfall, while 
November (the driest month) averages 2 inches. 
 
The area occasionally experiences a snow storm, generally during the colder months of 
January and February.  Total annual snow accumulation seldom exceeds 12 inches.  
Winds prevail from a southerly direction and are of low velocity.  Some strong winds can 
be expected during storms.  According to the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality, Office of Air Monitoring, no monitoring activity has occurred in Lawrenceville 
(or Brunswick County) in recent history.  No air quality problems exist in the area.  As 
far as National Air Quality Standards are concerned, Lawrenceville (and Brunswick 
County) are in compliance. 
 
3.  Flood Plains, Natural Areas, and Wetlands 
 
The stream and river flood plains in Lawrenceville (and the rest of Brunswick County) 
have been mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 
Washington, D.C.  The area qualifies for the National Flood Insurance Program.  This 
program provides those structures within the mapped flood hazard areas with flood 
insurance coverage at moderate premium rates.  Insurance under the program is 
underwritten by private insurance companies in conjunction with Federal monetary 
support.  The area can protect itself and flood plain property owners from disastrous life 
and property losses by controlling the location and uses within the flood plain.   
 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and Flood Hazard Boundary Maps (FHBM) are 
available for the area from FEMA.  Copies of these maps are available for public 
inspection in the Town Hall and in the Brunswick County Planning Department.  
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However, site specific flood plain analyses must still be performed as development is 
contemplated for specific sites. 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency define 
wetlands as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do 
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.   
Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.  These areas are 
generally shown as a part of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands 
Inventory which are available on the agency’s website.  The Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, also provides 
data concerning wetlands.  However, these sources notwithstanding, site specific 
wetlands analyses must be performed as development is contemplated for specific sites. 
 
4.  Soil Characteristics and Mineral Resources 
 
Soils interact with topography to further determine natural land use patterns.  A detailed 
soil survey of Brunswick County (including Lawrenceville) is currently in process.  
Currently, the best information available relates to soil associations as defined and 
mapped by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, which are on 
file in the Brunswick County Planning Department.   
 
Soil associations reflect only general or relative conditions, but can still be useful in 
making general decisions regarding where development should be encouraged or 
discouraged.  The soils of Brunswick County have been classified (associated) into nine 
soil associations.  Three of the soil associations encompass Lawrenceville.  These are:  
Cecil-Appling-Madison Association; Appling Fine Gravelly Fine Sandy Loam-Cecil Fine 
Gravelly Fine Sandy Loam Association; and, Georgeville-Herndon Association. 
 
The associations are rated according to limitations for selected uses.  All the soil 
classifications encompassing Lawrenceville are rated as slightly or moderately limited for 
various uses.  The soils in the Lawrenceville area are rated slightly limited for building 
foundations, lawns, basements, and picnic areas.  The soils in the Lawrenceville area are 
rated moderately limited for septic systems, sewage lagoons, streets and parking, 
landfills, and athletic fields.   These ratings are only a general guide.  Thus, a finer scale 
of analysis is still necessary to determine the characteristics of specific parcels of land. 
 
Lawrenceville is in the Piedmont province and is underlain by igneous and metamorphic 
rocks.  No mineral mining occurs in Lawrenceville.  Quarrying occurs near 
Lawrenceville by Vulcan Materials Company, near Rawlings by Lone Star Industries, 
and near Dolphin by Dolphin Stone – a division of West Sand and Gravel Company.  The 
stone was crushed and marketed for road stone, ballast, concrete aggregate, and other 
uses.  Vulcan Materials currently operates a rock quarry on approximately 20 acres near 
Freeman.  Land use planning should consider the impacts these active and potentially 
active mining operations have on surrounding areas and discourage incompatible 
development. 
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5.  Topography 
 
Lawrenceville is about 256 feet above sea level.  Elevations in Brunswick County range 
from 150 to 315 feet above sea level.  Drainage is provided by the Meherrin, Nottoway, 
and Roanoke Rivers and their tributaries.  The land surface of Lawrenceville slopes 
gradually toward the southeast.  Level or nearly level land (0-5% slope) is well suited for 
all types of development.  Rolling or gently sloping land (5-10% slope) is best suited for 
residential development on large lots.  Steeply sloping land (above 15% slope) is best 
suited for open space, watershed and erosion protection, and conservation purposes.  
Approximately 90% of the land in Brunswick County is classified 0 to 5% slope.  The 5 
to 10% slopes generally occurs southwest and west of Lawrenceville and in the northern 
section near Fort Pickett.  Above 15% slopes are sparsely located in these latter locations.  
Topographic conditions in Lawrenceville are generally not a deterrent to urban type. 
 
6.  Water Resources 
 
The availability of adequate supplies of water is critical for urban type development.  
Lawrenceville is located in the Chowan River Basin.  Including Lawrenceville, the 
northern 80% of Brunswick County is in the Chowan Basin with surface water channeled 
toward the Chowan River via the Nottoway and Meherrin Rivers.  Major tributaries 
feeding into these rivers include Waqua Creek and Sturgeon Creek into the Nottoway 
River, and Great Creek, Reedy Creek, Rose Creek, Hays Creek, and Allen Creek into the 
Meherrin River.  The remainder of Brunswick County is in the Roanoke Basin with 
surface water channeled toward the Roanoke River via Poplar, Pigeonroost, Rattlesnake, 
Songbird, Lizzard, Mill, Cold Spring, and Pea Hill Creeks. 
 
There are three major existing water impoundments in Brunswick County, one of which 
(Great Creek Watershed), is near Lawrenceville.  The Great Creek Watershed Project has 
a surface area of 210 acres and 9.9 miles of shoreline.  This water impoundment, located 
generally northwest of Lawrenceville, serves (among other purposes) to curtail flooding 
in low lying areas in and around the Town.  The other water impoundments are Cedar 
Creek Reservoir (Fort Pickett) and Lake Gaston.  Cedar Creek Reservoir, located on the 
Nottoway River at Christanna Highway Route 46, serves as a public water supply for the 
Town of Blackstone in Nottoway County.  Lake Gaston, completed in 1962 by the 
Virginia Electric and Power Company, is located principally in North Carolina and partly  
in Mecklenburg and Brunswick Counties, Virginia.  This reservoir, 34 miles long (18 
miles in Virginia), has a surface area of 20,300 acres and 350 miles of shoreline.  The 
water level in this lake is maintained with very little or no fluctuation. 
 
7.  Hazard Mitigation Planning 
 
In 2005, the Southside Planning District Commission developed a Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for its jurisdictions to help reduce physical and economic losses in the 
wake of a natural disaster by encouraging proactive mitigation measures.  The plan 
consists of two parts, a Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) and the 
Mitigation Strategy.  The plan can be viewed at http://www.southsidepdc.org/hazmit.htm.  
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EXHIBIT IV-A 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


NATURAL FEATURES 
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B.  Existing Land Use 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
The analysis of existing land use and development provides the Town with a snap shot of 
current land use patterns, an assessment of emerging development trends, and a forecast 
of the location of future development, given current trends.  Existing land use is a major 
part of the foundation upon which land use policies and the future land use maps are 
built.  The land use information developed in the part of the comprehensive plan update 
serves several purposes.  Some of these include helping develop policies that address land 
use conflicts; establishing relationships between land use and development and the 
natural environment; identifying areas where land use is in transition; and identifying 
areas where in-fill development, redevelopment, or boundary adjustment may be feasible. 
 
General development patterns have not changed significantly in Lawrenceville in the past 
15 to 20 years.  The Town adjusted its boundaries effective January 1, 2007, increasing 
its area from about 1 square mile to about 1.5 square miles.  The area included by the 
boundary adjustment encompassed the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center 
along U.S. Highway 58 (west) and about 18 other parcels.  The entire area encompassed 
by the boundary adjustment has been zoned Business, General (B-G). 
 
2.  Land Use Categories and Land Area Allocated to Each Land Use 
 
Land use categories include single family and two-family residential; multi-family; 
business; industrial; and, public, semi-public; institutional, civic, religious, and 
cemeteries. 
 
In Lawrenceville, residential land uses account for about 18.5% of the Town’s total land 
area.  Residential uses include lands used for any type of housing unit, whether single 
family detached, two-family, or multi-family.  Brunswick Manor, a multi-family complex 
consisting of 40 units, located along Union Street, has been completed and occupied.  
Another notable multi-family development, Lawrenceville Manor, located along Walnut 
Street, consists of 24 units.  
 
Business land uses account for about 8.4% of the Town’s total land area.  Business uses 
include lands and buildings used for retail, consumer services, and professional activities.  
Business land uses can be local commercial, which includes neighborhood business 
activities providing necessary services for the day-to-day operation of a household; 
general commercial, which includes all business and commercial activities which 
generally depend on a trade area larger than the immediate neighborhood; and intensive 
commercial, which includes retail businesses or other commercial activities whose nature 
and services to the public tend to encourage traffic congestion and parking problems or 
create special problems. 
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Industrial land use is limited in Lawrenceville.  Industrial land uses account for about 
1.6% of the Town’s total land area.  In Lawrenceville, industrial type uses are primarily 
associated with a tract between Railroad Street, Fifth Avenue, and South Street.  
Industrial uses typically include lands and buildings used for manufacturing and 
warehousing.  However, most industrially used land in Lawrenceville is for accessory 
uses such as loading areas, parking, and storage.  Industrial zoned land can be used for 
light industry, which includes warehousing and light manufacturing uses which produce 
some noise, traffic, congestion, or danger, but which are of such limited scale or character 
that they present no serious hazard to neighboring properties; and heavy industry, which 
includes industrial activities which may be of a dangerous or nuisance-producing 
character.   
 
Public, semi-public, institutional, civic, religious, and cemetery uses account for about 
17.9% of the Town’s total land area.  Saint Paul’s College, government buildings and two 
cemeteries (Oakwood Park Cemetery and Oakwood Cemetery) account for the vast 
majority of parcels included in this land use classification.  Public and semi-public uses 
include lands and buildings used for government, community service, or recreational 
purposes.  Institutional, civic, religious, and cemetery uses would include private schools, 
churches, fraternal lodges, recreational association, and other similar uses with limited 
public contact or access. 
 
Other lands fall in the vacant or unimproved category.  About 36.2% of the Town’s land 
area is vacant or unimproved.  A majority of the land currently classified as 
vacant/unimproved has been divided into lots intended for primarily residential 
development, particularly in the southeast and northwest quadrants of the Town.  
However, the presence of environmental and/or other development related constraints 
may preclude development of much of the land currently classified as vacant or 
unimproved.  Mitigation measures that may be necessary to mitigate development 
constraints may be deemed unpractical or cost prohibitive.  Thus, some vacant or 
unimproved land will remain so, and may not realistically be considered as potentially 
developable.   
 
About 17.4% of the Town’s land area is classified as rights of way and easements. 
 
EXHIBIT IV-B, Existing Land Use, which follows, shows the existing land use and 
development in Lawrenceville.  
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EXHIBIT IV-B 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


EXISTING LAND USE 
(Predominant and General) 
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EXHIBIT IV-C shows the existing land use categories and tabulates:  estimated number 
of parcels in each category; estimated percentage of the Town’s total parcels represented 
by each category; estimated acreage in each category; and, estimated percentage of the 
Town’s total acreage represented by each category. 
 


EXHIBIT IV-C 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


EXISTING LAND USE CATEGORIES AND AREA TABULATIONS 
 


 
 


Land Use Classification 


 
 


Estimated 
Number 


of Parcels 


Percentage 
of 


Town’s 
Total 


Parcels 


 
 
 


Estimated 
Acreage 


Percentage
of 


Town’s 
Total 


Acreage 
Single Family and Two-family 


Residential 
 


607 
 


35.9 
 


137 
 


17.7 
 


Multi-family Residential 
 


25 
 


1.5 
 
6 


 
0.8 


 
Business 


 
276 


 
16.3 


 
65 


 
8.4 


 
Industrial 


 
9 


 
0.5 


 
12 


 
1.6 


Public, Semi-public, 
Institutional, Civic, Religious, 


and Cemeteries 


 
 


226 


 
 


13.3 


 
 


139 


 
 


17.9 
 


Vacant, Unimproved 
 


537 
 


31.7 
 


280 
 


36.2 
 


Rights of Way and Easements 
 


13 
 


0.8 
 


135 
 


17.4 
 


TOTAL 
 


1,693 
 


100.0 
 


774 
 


100.0 
 
C.  Development Trends and Projected Future Land Needs 
 
Current development trends in Lawrenceville are expected to continue during the 
planning period.  Some redevelopment of properties--both residential properties and 
business properties--is anticipated.  Some properties’ land uses will change during the 
planning period. 
 
As projects are identified, and funding secured, additional housing and neighborhood 
rehabilitation projects may be undertaken. 
 
Lawrenceville’s population is expected to stabilize at about 1,200 people by 2010.  As 
downtown revitalization and Town and County economic and industrial development 
initiatives proceed and produce expected benefits and results, the Town’s 2020 
population may approach 1,400 people.  The area necessary to accommodate anticipated 
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growth will come from existing platted lots, potentially supplemented by the acquisition 
of additional land area.   
 
Some platted and developable lots are available for residential purposes within the Town.  
Generally, these are dispersed within the southeast and northwest quadrants of the Town.  
However, environmental constraints may keep many platted but vacant or unimproved 
lots from being developed.  Some in-fill residential development in established 
neighborhoods is anticipated.  However, no large tracts suitable for residential 
development remain within the Town.  Such tracts could provide adequate area for 
additional residential development that is necessary to meet identified housing needs.  
Consideration of a zoning overlay to allow more housing options for properties on or 
adjacent to Saint Paul’s College may also help to meet projected needs. 
 
Projected future commercial development will likely occur as in-fill development in, or 
adjacent to areas that are currently used for such purposes.  Consideration of a zoning 
overlay applying to core downtown areas may enhance interest in private investment in 
some unused or under used downtown properties.  The Town has a vested interest in 
maintaining its appealing downtown.  Town residents have expressed the desire to study 
strategies to ensure new development incorporates building types and styles (i.e. brick 
and mortar, limited signage, low level exterior lighting, etc.) that are consistent with and 
compliment existing downtown buildings and generally enhance Lawrenceville’s small 
town charm.  As guidelines are discussed and developed, the Town should encourage all 
parties interested in developing or redeveloping downtown, to recognize and contribute to 
the downtown’s appeal. 
 
The as yet vacant or unimproved parcels encompassed by the Town’s boundary 
adjustment adjacent to and surrounding the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping 
Center are projected for commercial development.  However, the nature and extent of 
such development is uncertain given the presence of environmental constraints associated 
with many of these parcels.   
 
Conversion of some properties’ uses is likely as well during the planning period.  A tract 
along Railroad Street, South Street, and Fifth Avenue is the site of an abandoned railroad 
turntable.  The current use of the tract is primarily industrial in nature.  However, the tract 
will likely convert to a public use as the site of the trail head for the proposed Tobacco 
Heritage Trail.   
 
The conversion of public properties to commercial uses is also anticipated.  For example, 
the conversion of an abandoned school site along Third Avenue for use as an artisan 
center has been discussed.  Similarly, the conversion and improvement of commercial 
unused or underused properties downtown for use as a business incubator facility is also a 
possibility. 
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Chapter V:  Plan for the Future 
 
The sections which follow present a plan for Lawrenceville’s future.  Projected future 
land use patterns are discussed and mapped.  The Town’s goals with respect to ten (10) 
issue areas are included.  In addition, objectives for achieving the Town’s goals and 
achieving the desired future land use patterns are listed.  The future land use plan and the 
goals and objectives included here are developed based upon analysis of planning issues, 
existing and emerging conditions, emerging and projected trends, and the desires of 
residents as articulated in public meetings and through elected and appointed officials.  
As circumstances change, the Town’s plans for the future may change.  Thus, the 
projected future land use plan and goals and objectives must be re-evaluated by the Town 
as circumstances change.  
 
A.  Projected Future Land Use and Land Area Allocated to Each Land Use 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
The projected future land use plan delineates the areas in Lawrenceville best suited for 
residential, business, industrial, and public/open space/institutional land uses.  The 
historic Courthouse Square is also delineated.  As such, the projected future land use plan 
is mainly concerned with the general location and amount of land proposed for each of 
the various land uses.   
 
The projected future land use plan is used in conjunction with the Town’s goals and 
objectives included later in this chapter to express the Town’s vision for its future.  The 
future land use plan and goals and objectives can be used either to formulate new land 
use policies governing zoning and development-related regulations or to amend existing 
land use and development regulations.  The year 2020 is chosen as the target date for 
planning purposes. 
 
Projected future land use delineations notwithstanding, future land use patterns will be 
greatly influenced by two factors:  private market forces and the presence of 
environmental constraints to land development.  Local initiatives to create interest in 
Lawrenceville may help to encourage additional new development in the Town and 
surrounding area.  Similarly, upsurges (or down turns) in the local, State, regional, and 
National economies, particularly new housing starts, will greatly effect growth and 
development in Lawrenceville.  The presence of environmental constraints to 
development such as floodways and flood fringe areas can also impact growth and 
development.  However, in many cases, the impacts of some environmental constraints 
can be mitigated. 
   
The development goals and objectives included in this chapter provide the framework for 
the projected future use of the land in Lawrenceville.  The projected future land use plan 
described below is one that will maintain Lawrenceville’s small town charm and 
character, while providing for desired residential, business, and public/open 
space/institutional development.   
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The future land use plan divides the Town into seven principal areas:  single family 
residential; two-family residential; multi-family residential; business; industrial; 
public/open space/institutional; and, the Courthouse Square.  Rights of way and 
easements are also shown.   
 
2.  Projected Future Land Use Categories 
 
a.  Single Family (Light Density) Residential 
 
This projected future land use category is composed of low-density residential areas 
where the density of housing may range from one to five units per acre.  This category 
also contains certain open areas where similar residential development appears likely to 
occur.  The existing zoning regulations for this category are designed to stabilize and 
protect the essential characteristics of these areas, to promote and encourage a suitable 
environment for family life where there are children, and to prohibit all intensive 
commercial activities.  Development in this category should be limited to relatively low 
concentrations and permitted uses are limited basically to dwellings providing homes for 
the residents plus certain additional uses such as schools, parks, churches, and certain 
public facilities that serve the residents of the district.   
 
The minimum lot area for permitted uses in this category should be 8,000 square feet or 
more.  Buildings may be erected up to 35 feet in height above the finished floor elevation 
with some exceptions to allow for taller buildings.   
 
Generally, single family (light density) residential areas comprise the northwest and 
southeast quadrants of the Town and encompass about 25.5% of the Town’s total area, 
although most of the area designated is already developed or has potential environmental 
constraints to development.  
 
b.  Two-family (Medium Density) Residential 
 
This category is composed of medium-density residential uses where housing densities 
should range from three to eight units per acre.  This category should also contain certain 
open areas where similar development appears likely to occur.  The existing zoning 
regulations for this category are designed to stabilize and protect the essential 
characteristics of these areas, to promote and encourage insofar as compatible with the 
intensity of land use, a suitable environment for family life composed of an adult 
population with children.  Development in this category should be protected against 
encroachment of general commercial or industrial uses.   
 
The minimum lot area for permitted uses in this category should be 6,000 square feet, 
plus 2,000 square feet for each additional dwelling.  Buildings may be erected up to 35 
feet in height above the finished floor elevation with some exceptions to allow for taller 
buildings.  
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Generally, two-family (medium density) residential areas are found:  between Maria and 
Maple Streets; in the vicinity of High, Davie, Riddick, and Church Streets; between 
Walnut and Park Streets and along Sixth Avenue; and, in the vicinity of Turner, Walker, 
and Minola Streets.  These areas encompass about 5.2% of the Town’s total area, 
although most of the area designated is already developed or may have potential 
environmental constraints to development.  
 
c.  Multi-family (Heavy Density) Residential 
 
This category is composed of high-density residential uses, where housing densities 
should range from eight or greater units per acre, as well as less intensive commercial 
operations which do not detract from the general residential character of the area.  This 
category should also contain certain open areas where similar development appears likely 
to occur in the future.  
 
The minimum lot area for permitted uses in this category should be 6,000 square feet, 
plus 2,000 square feet for each additional dwelling.  Buildings may be erected up to 35 
feet in height above the finished floor elevation with some exceptions to allow for taller 
buildings. 
 
Generally, multi-family (heavy density) residential areas are found in three areas:  along 
Union Street; along Walnut Street; and, along Main Street.  These areas encompass about 
1.3% of the Town’s total area, although most of the area designated is already developed 
or may have potential environmental constraints to development. 
 
d.  Business 
 
This category covers that portion of Lawrenceville intended for the conduct of general 
business to which the public requires direct and frequent access and is characterized by 
heavy traffic, and noise and congestion of people and passenger vehicles.  This category 
should include numerous commercial activities serving the needs of the community such 
as retail stores, business offices, restaurants, and garages, predominantly on primary 
arteries.  Special conditions exist within existing zoning regulations to permit the 
operation of business traditionally located within the central business district, and those 
traditionally found along arterial strip developments.   
 
There should be no minimum lot area for permitted uses in this category, but each 
development proposal must demonstrate compliance with Town goals and enhance the 
existing Town character.  Buildings may be erected up to 50 feet in height from grade 
subject to building code compliance.   
 
Business areas are found in what may generally be referred to as the central business 
district which is near and along Main Street, New Hicks Street, Hicks Street, and along 
U.S. 58 West.  These areas encompass about 26.7% of the Town’s total area, although 
most of the area designated is already developed or may have potential environmental 
constraints to development. 
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e.  Industrial 
 
This category is established primarily as an area for wholesale activities, warehouses, and 
industrial operations of a light nature, that will not create serious problems or 
incompatibly with other land uses.  Features of noise, smoke, dust, and fumes should be 
minimal.   
 
There should be no minimum lot area requirements for permitted uses in this category, 
but each development proposal should demonstrate compliance with Town goals and 
enhance the existing Town character.  Buildings may be erected up to 60 feet in height 
above the finished floor elevation subject to building and fire code regulations.   
 
Generally, industrial areas are found along New Street and Fifth Avenue and encompass 
about 1.2% of the Town’s total area although most of the area designated is already 
developed. 
 
f.  Public/Open Space/Institutional 
 
The purpose of this category is to preserve specific areas from private development, as 
these areas have been identified as undeveloped, unlikely to be developed, or unsuitable 
for private development.  This category is not considered to be a main district within the 
zoning ordinance.  These areas may either have natural conditions of soil, slope, 
susceptibility to flooding or erosion, geological condition, vegetation, or an interaction 
between the aforesaid which makes such lands unsuitable for urban development or 
which are of a public nature which is inappropriate for private development.  In order to 
protect the natural environment and existing character in these sensitive areas, the 
permissible uses there are limited to public recreation, and institutional use-oriented 
activities.  This category is also intended to specify the location of public and private 
facilities of either a recreational, educational, or philanthropic nature as well as to reserve 
areas for location of other public facilities.   
 
There should be no minimum lot area requirements for permitted uses in this category, 
but each development proposal should demonstrate compliance with Town goals and 
enhance the existing Town character.  Buildings may be erected up to 60 feet in height 
above the finished floor elevation subject to building and fire code regulations.   
 
Generally, public/open space/institutional areas are found in the northeast quadrant of the 
Town and along 5th Avenue and encompass about 22.6% of the Town’s total area 
although most of the area designated is already developed or used or may have potential 
environmental constraints to development.  Saint Paul’s College accounts for the vast 
majority of this area. 
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g.  Courthouse Square 
 
The purpose of this category is to protect and preserve the historical integrity and cultural 
heritage of Lawrenceville and Brunswick County as physically manifested and 
symbolized by Courthouse Square.  Permissible uses in this category should be limited to 
only public uses and facilities compatible with the existing character of Courthouse 
Square, with such area being considered inappropriate for private development.  All 
permitted uses in this category should be by special exception permit approved by the 
Town Council, which permit may address such factors of development as size, height, 
area, bulk, and location, and such other factors as are reasonably and necessarily related 
to the proposed development. 
 
The Courthouse Square encompasses about one (1) acre or less than 1% of the Town’s 
total area.  No additional development within this classification is anticipated during the 
planning period.  However, as discussed below, the creation and use of zoning overlays 
may help to ensure future development or redevelopment efforts contribute positively to 
the Town’s developed landscape--particularly the Courthouse Square--thereby helping to 
continue and accentuate its character and small town charm.  
 
h.  Rights of Way and Easements 
 
This category is intended to show the location of public rights of way and easements 
which are necessary to move vehicles and pedestrians in and though the Town.  About 
17.4% of the Town’s land area will continue to be used as rights of way and easements. 
 
3.  Projected Future Land Use Map   
 
EXHIBIT V-A, Projected Future Land Use, which follows, shows projected future land 
use patterns and development in Lawrenceville.  While it is acknowledged that some of 
the land area within each category shown cannot or will not be developed during the 
planning period, the exhibit is useful in that it shows the general projected development 
plan envisioned and desired by the Town.   
 
The projected future land use plan map was developed considering several factors.  The 
Town’s current zoning map was analyzed and current zoning districts were generally 
incorporated into the future land use plan map.  Similarly, the natural features map 
(EXHIBIT IV-A) and the existing land use map (EXHIBIT IV-B) developed for this 
comprehensive plan update were considered.   
 
The future land use plan map also shows the area surrounding Lawrenceville.  Some of 
these areas are, or could be served by Town utilities.  Existing and projected land uses in 
these areas are not shown.  The 2006 Brunswick County Comprehensive Plan shows that 
land uses in the areas surrounding Lawrenceville primarily include residential, 
commercial, and industrial uses.  Development of the Town’s future land use plan map 
considered the development patterns in these areas to help ensure continuity and 
consistency with respect to projected future land use. 
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EXHIBIT V-A 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


PROJECTED FUTURE LAND USE 
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4.  Land Area Encompassed by Each Projected Future Land Use 
 
EXHIBIT V-B shows the projected future land use categories and tabulates:  estimated 
number of parcels encompassed in each category; estimated percentage of the Town’s 
total parcels represented by each category; estimated acreage encompassed in each 
category; and, estimated percentage of the Town’s total acreage represented by each 
category. 
 


EXHIBIT V-B 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


PROJECTED FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES AND AREA TABULATIONS 
 


 
 


Land Use Category 


Estimated 
Number 


of Parcels 
Encompassed 
by Category 


Percentage 
of  


Town’s  
Total 


Parcels 


Estimated 
Acreage 


Encompassed 
By 


Category 


Percentage 
of  


Town’s 
Total 


Acreage 
Single Family 


 (Light Density) 
(R-1) 


 
721 


 
42.6 


 
197 


 
25.5 


Two-family Residential 
(Medium Density) 


(R-2) 


 
272 


 
16.1 


 
40 


 
5.2 


Multi-family  
(Heavy Density) 


(R-3) 


 
36 


 
2.1 


 
10 


 
1.3 


Business  
(General Commercial) 


(B-2) 


 
411 


 
24.3 


 
207 


 
26.7 


Industrial  
(Manufacturing) 


(M-1) 


 
44 


 
2.6 


 
9 


 
1.2 


Public, Open Space 
(Including Flood Plain), 
and Institutional (POS) 


 
195 


 
11.5 


 
175 


 
22.6 


 
Courthouse Square 


 


 
1 


 
-- 


 
1 


 
-- 


Rights of Way  
and  


Easements 


 
13 


 
0.7 


 
135 


 
17.4 


 
TOTAL 


 


 
1,693 


 
99.9 


 
774 


 
99.9 


NOTE:  -- represents less that 0.1 percent. 
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5.  Future Land Use Trends and Likely Development Scenarios  
 
Areas of the southwest and northeast quadrants of the Town, as well as potential areas in 
the Town’s southeast quadrant, have environmental constraints (such as Great Creek and 
Rose Creek) to development that may preclude development or require mitigation 
measures.  The southwest quadrant of the Town is projected to be used for business and 
public, open space, and institutional land uses.  The northeast quadrant is projected to be 
used for public, open space, and institutional uses.  The southeast quadrant of the Town is 
projected to be used for single family residential land uses.  The northwest quadrant of 
the Town is not severely impacted by environmental constraints to development and is 
projected to be used for single-family residential uses as well as two-family and multi-
family residential uses. 
    
The Town may consider the creation of zoning overlays to establish additional land use 
and development requirements within certain areas (zones) in Town, particularly in the 
area generally encompassing and immediately adjacent to the core downtown business 
district.  Overlays, such as a historic district overlay encompassing the area of the Town 
that has been designated as a historic district, may help to ensure future development or 
redevelopment efforts contribute positively to the Town’s developed landscape, thereby 
helping to continue and accentuate its character and small town charm.  Overlays may be 
considered with current business zoning for the downtown commercial area.  Similarly, 
the Town should consider creating a higher education institution overlay to the public, 
open space and institutional zoning district to help ensure improvements made on the 
Saint Paul’s College contribute positively to the Town’s developed landscape. 
 
In Lawrenceville, some of the projected future commercial development will likely occur 
as in-fill development in, or adjacent to areas that are currently used for such purposes.  
Consideration of a zoning overlay applying to core downtown areas may enhance interest 
in private investment in some unused or under used downtown properties.  The Town has 
a vested interest in maintaining its appealing downtown.  Some Town residents have 
expressed the desire to study strategies to ensure new development incorporates building 
types and styles (i.e. brick and mortar, limited signage, low level exterior lighting, etc.) 
that are consistent with and compliment existing downtown buildings and generally 
enhance Lawrenceville’s small town charm.  As guidelines are discussed and developed, 
the Town should encourage all parties interested in developing or redeveloping 
downtown, to recognize and contribute to the downtown’s appeal. 
 
Conversion of some properties’ uses is likely as well during the planning period.  A tract 
along Railroad Street, South Street, and Fifth Avenue is the site of an abandoned railroad 
turntable.  The current use of the tract is primarily industrial in nature.  However, the tract 
will likely convert to a public use as the site of the trail head for the proposed Tobacco 
Heritage Trail.   
 
The conversion of public properties to commercial uses is also anticipated.  For example, 
the conversion of an abandoned school site along Third Avenue for use as an artisan 
center has been discussed.   
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The conversion and improvement of commercial unused or underused properties 
downtown for use as a business incubator facility is also a possibility, as is the use of the 
second story(s) of commercial buildings for residential uses such as apartments or 
condominiums.  The zoning ordinance would have to be amended to allow this. 
 
6.  Net Probable Developable Area 
 
The projected future land uses shown on EXHIBIT V-A (above) are intended to reflect 
the desired future development pattern for Lawrenceville.  EXHIBIT V-A is similar to 
the Town’s current zoning map in that both are intended to group like land uses and thus 
help to avoid (present) and future land use conflicts.  Similarly, the estimated acreages 
shown on EXHIBIT V-B (above) represent calculations of the amount of land area 
encompassed within a given category.  While the depiction of projected future land use 
patterns and calculation of the area encompassed by land use categories is useful and 
illustrative, this does not mean, and should not be construed to mean that all the areas 
encompassed within a given classification are available for development.   
 
For example, nearly all the land in Town has been divided into lots although some larger 
commercial tracts remain adjacent to the developed parcels that make up the Brunswick 
Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center along U.S. 58.  A vast majority of the platted 
residential lots in Town are within or adjacent to established residential areas, particularly 
in the southeast and northwest quadrants of the Town.  However, the presence of 
environmental and/or other development related constraints precludes development of 
much of these commercial and residential lands which are currently vacant or 
unimproved.  Mitigation measures that may be necessary to mitigate development 
constraints may be or have been deemed unpractical or cost prohibitive.  Thus, some 
vacant or unimproved land will remain so, and may not realistically be considered as 
potentially developable.   
 
EXHIBIT V-C, on the following page, provides a more realistic picture of the limited 
area within Lawrenceville left for growth and development generally.  EXHIBIT V-C 
shows the: 
 


• estimated acreages encompassed by each future land use category; 
• estimated acreages already developed (or used) or exhibiting potential 


development constraints in each future land use category; and, 
• estimated net probable developable areas (acres) likely in each future land use 


category. 
 


The majority of the land area of Lawrenceville encompassed by the projected future land 
use categories is already developed.  In addition, some of the remaining undeveloped 
areas within some categories will likely remain so as market forces and economic factors 
contribute to make some parcels undesirable and thus not used as projected.  Finally, 
some of the land areas within some categories, if even proposed for development, may 
require lot and site specific analysis to accurately determine a given parcel’s development 
potential and subsequent mitigation measures.  Additional areas for residential and 
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perhaps commercial growth should be considered with respect to meeting anticipated 
needs, while avoiding environmental constraints to development that may exist.   


 
EXHIBIT V-C 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
PROJECTED FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES’ 


ESTIMATED ACREAGE ENCOMPASSED, ESTIMATED ACREAGE USED, 
AND NET PROBABLE DEVELOPABLE AREA (ACRES) 


 
 
 


Land Use Category 


Estimated 
Acreage 


Encompassed  
by  


Category 


Estimated Acreage  
Already Developed (or 


Used) or Exhibiting 
Potential 


Development Constraints 


Estimated Net 
Probable 


Developable 
Area  


(Acres) 
Single Family  


(Light Density) 
(R-1) 


 
197 


 
150 


 
47 
 


Two-family Residential  
(Medium Density) 


(R-2) 


 
40 


 
7 


 
33 


Multi-family  
(Heavy Density) 


(R-3) 


 
10 


 
6 


 
4 
 


Business  
(General Commercial) 


(B-2) 


 
207 


 
175 


 
32 


Industrial  
(Manufacturing) 


(M-1) 


 
9 


 
9 


 
0 


Public, Open Space  
(Including Flood Plain), 
and Institutional (POS) 


 
175 


 
150 


 
25 


 
Courthouse Square 


 


 
1 


 
1 


 
0 


Rights of Way 
 and  


Easements 


 
135 


 
135 


 
0 


 
TOTAL 


 


 
774 


 
633 


 
141 
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B.  Goals and Objectives 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
The comprehensive plan’s goals and objectives are to be integrated into the Town-wide 
planning process to enhance desirable development practices for future growth.  The 
goals and objectives delineated in the comprehensive plan will determine the future 
prosperity and general well-being of the citizens of Lawrenceville.  It is critical that goals 
reflect the perceived needs and desires of the citizenry based on past and current 
situations in the Town.  The failure to implement well-conceived goals is a prime cause 
of many problems faced by localities today. 
 
To facilitate the understanding of goals and objectives, the terms used in this document 
are defined as follows: 
 
GOALS: Long-range community aspirations for the significant positive 


gains that should be achieved by the Town and serve to establish 
the future direction of Lawrenceville. 


OBJECTIVES: Guidelines for action which direct the accomplishment of goals 
and enable the Town to respond to a wide range of problems as 
they arise. 


 
These planning concepts are to be essential components of this comprehensive plan and 
shall help to achieve, through the application of appropriate implementation techniques, 
favorable development patterns for Lawrenceville. 
 
The general goals which follow will help Town decision makers define the character and 
scope of public interest and concern.  The goals and objectives contained here do not 
dictate to Town officials any actions that must be taken and as such are not binding, but 
rather set forth positive suggestions that can be both a yardstick for measuring the 
effectiveness of present planning activities, as well as a foundation for future planning 
efforts.  Although numbered for identification, objectives are not prioritized.  However, 
specific work items, stemming from some of the objectives listed, are identified in the 
following chapter in EXHIBIT VI-B ACTION PLAN AND SCHEDULE.   
 
2.  Residential Development 
 
Goal:  Ensure future residential development in and adjacent to Lawrenceville is 


consistent with existing development patterns, is sustainable, is aesthetically 
pleasing, and compliments the Town’s character. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1. Continue to seek support such as Community Development Block Grants to 


improve neighborhoods and raise the general quality of Lawrenceville’s housing 
stock.   







Lawrenceville, Virginia  Chapter V:  Plan for the Future 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update   
                                                                                                                                   


Town of Lawrenceville, Virginia                                V -                                            Community Planning Collaborative 12 


2. Monitor issues related to the expansion of Fort Lee as per the Federal Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission’s work in 2006 which may lead 
to the need for additional housing opportunities in the region, which may spill 
over into Lawrenceville and other areas of Brunswick County. 


3. Consider ordinance amendments to allow for mixed-uses (residential upstairs and 
 commercial downstairs) of downtown buildings.   
4. Encourage, as applicable, the provision of more affordable and available housing 


for potential medium income residents in Lawrenceville. 
5. Consider ordinance amendments to require property owners to improve and 


maintain the general appearance of residential properties and require maintenance 
of residential (and commercial) properties that are owned or controlled by 
absentee owners. 


6. Adopt and enforce ordinances and procedures to regulate land use, development, 
and redevelopment and support, as applicable State and Federal laws and 
regulations regarding building, land uses, and development. 


7. Review and evaluate development and redevelopment proposals according to 
 goals and objectives and the future land use map developed as a part of the 
 Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
8. Enforce the zoning ordinance to regulate development density and building 
 intensity factors such as building height, lot coverage, and building setbacks for 
 residential building development. 
9. Adopt regulations and procedures that provide clear direction to assist local 
 decision making and consistency findings for divisions of land and public and 
 private projects. 
10. Encourage innovative and environmentally friendly development design that 


incorporate vegetative buffers and landscaping,  limit the amount of impervious 
surfaces, and include effective storm water management alternatives. 


11. Consider options for providing additional land area to accommodate population 
 and economic growth as necessary. 
12. Specify areas on the future land use map included in the Lawrenceville 


Comprehensive Plan for residential, commercial, industrial, and open space land 
uses. 


13. Utilize the provision of Town water and wastewater utilities to influence land use 
 and development proposals in a manner that benefits Lawrenceville.  
14. Support programs and initiatives that provide for residential developments of 
 good housing quality, adequate community facilities and promote a good 
 residential environment. 
15. Encourage cluster residential developments with open space set asides. 
16. Encourage rehabilitation or demolition of substandard housing. 
17. Consider the positive merits of all types of development including low and 
 moderate income housing. 
18. Continue to rely on Brunswick County for building inspection services and 


enforcement of the Uniform Statewide Building Code.  
19. Study amendments to the zoning ordinance with respect to lots widths and setback 


requirements and the allowance of administrative review options. 
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3.  Commercial Development 
 
Goal: Ensure and promote economic development that compliments Lawrenceville’s 


image and character, assures employment stability, and provides ready access to 
needed goods and services in the Town.   


  
Objectives: 
 
1. Support the efforts of the Chamber of Commerce and similar agencies and groups 


as applicable to encourage local expansion of existing businesses and the location 
of new businesses in the Town to broaden the tax base and increase employment 
opportunities. 


2. Continue to implement a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
(awarded by the State in 2006 and administered by the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Development) for downtown revitalization work and 
commission a market analysis study done in conjunction with this work. 


3. Continue to study revisions to its current incentives relative to development or 
redevelopment within the Enterprise Zone designation, and adopt, as necessary 
and practicable, new incentives as a part of the study effort. 


4. Consider adopting a zoning overlay district and/or development design guidelines 
applying to core downtown areas to enhance interest in private investment and 
redevelopment in some unused or under used downtown properties and, as 
guidelines are discussed and developed, encourage all parties interested in 
developing or redeveloping downtown, to recognize and contribute to the 
downtown’s appeal. 


5. Continue to enforce and collect the meals and lodging tax ordinance adopted in  
 April, 2007. 
6. Continue to work with Brunswick County and the State to develop an artisan’s 
 center at an abandoned school site on Park Street. 
7. Continue to work with the State, Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc., and other 


localities to ensure Lawrenceville is the location of the Trail Head for the 
proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail and support the acquisition of an abandoned 
Norfolk-Southern Railway right of way that must be acquired for rails to trails 
use. 


8. Monitor proposed economic development proposals in the area and region that 
may lead to spill over development into Brunswick County and the Town. 


9. Encourage the employment of qualified local residents in governmental programs 
and projects. 


10. Plan for a balance of public and private capital investments which will promote 
 the economic well-being of the Town and meet the goals and objectives of the  


Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan and support the efforts and initiatives of State 
and regional economic and industrial development agencies. 


11. Support the use of State and Federal sources of capital and management 
assistance to the Town for the purpose of economic development. 


12. Promote functional, safe, convenient, and attractively designed commercial areas. 
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13. Encourage the proper planning and timing of commercial development near and 
adjacent to the Town to coincide with the extension of Town services and utilities 
such as water and sewer if needed. 


14. Plan for and provide, where possible, tourist opportunities that will enhance the 
 economic development of the Town and region. 
15. Encourage the provision of adequate housing to meet the needs of employees of 
 businesses and industry. 
16. Encourage educational programs to aid in developing skills for the unemployed 
 and underemployed citizens of the Town. 
17. Make maximum use of agencies and programs which provide mechanisms for 
 attracting economic development. 
18. Encourage improvement to vocational-educational facilities and efforts to 


increase career planning programs in order to upgrade the quality of the labor 
force. 


19. Utilize capital improvement programming to locate utilities and community 
 facilities to be attractive to commercial development. 
20. Encourage public and private groups responsible for economic growth within 
 the Town to work to achieve general agreement as to the direction that should 
 be taken in pursuing economic development. 
21. Support sustainable commercial development in areas where such activities 


already occur or can be reasonably accommodated by public facilities. 
22. Adopt and enforce ordinances and procedures to regulate land use, development,
 redevelopment, and the placement of commercial developments. 
23. Encourage local support and patronage for Town businesses.  
24. Review and analyze development and redevelopment proposals for consistency 
 with the future land use map included in the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
25. Enforce, and amend as necessary, applicable Town ordinances. 
26. Develop commercial building and development design guidelines and standards. 
27. Seek input from business owners concerning Town (and County) economic 


development initiatives. 
28. Consider implementing a Town funded supplemental building facade 


improvement grant program to encourage private investment to improve 
commercial buildings.  


29. Study amendments to the zoning ordinance with respect to lots widths and setback 
requirements and the allowance of administrative review options. 


 
4.  Industrial Development 
 
Goal:   Ensure sustainable industrial development in suitable areas adjacent to 


Lawrenceville where such activities already occur or can be reasonably 
accommodated by utilities and public facilities and services. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1. Support the Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority as it works to 


attract industrial and economic development to the Town and County. 
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2. Utilize the “Economic Development Strategy Brunswick County, Virginia 
September 2003” by Leak-Goforth Company, LLC. and URBANOMICS, Inc.  
(commissioned by the Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority) as a 
resource and guide when considering support of efforts and initiatives intended to 
enhance the area’s market competitiveness, economic growth opportunities, and 
economic development actions that may be undertaken. 


3. Support the efforts of the Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority to 
develop a Small Business Incubator in Lawrenceville. 


4. Promote industrial growth at specific sites near the Town, considering the 
proximity to labor, resources, markets, and utilities and the slope, geology, soil, 
and flooding characteristics of each location. 


5. Encourage the development of new, planned industrial areas that are compatible 
with Town utility systems’ capacities. 


6. Encourage efforts to attract additional industry, while placing emphasis upon 
 retaining the industrial firms which are located in the area. 
7. Encourage local support and patronage of area industries. 
8. Adopt and enforce ordinances and procedures to regulate land use, development, 
 redevelopment, and the placement of industrial development. 
9. Study amendments to the zoning ordinance with respect to lots widths and setback 


requirements and the allowance of administrative review options. 
 
5.  Downtown Revitalization 
 
Goal: Ensure commercial and governmental buildings in Lawrenceville are an 


attractive, contiguous formation, with well maintained facades and underground 
utilities and help to promote a pedestrian friendly community. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1.   Continue efforts to make Downtown Lawrenceville aesthetically appealing with 


landscaping, green spaces, and banners throughout.  
2. Continue efforts to make Lawrenceville a walker friendly community.   
3. Promote Lawrenceville’s appeal as a central location with respect to the area’s 
 cultural and historical assets, natural features, and proximity to more urbanized 
 areas and promote Lawrenceville as a destination for nature lovers, people 
 interested in history, business leaders and entrepreneurs, artists, families, and 
 visitors. 
4. Continue Town sponsored community involvement opportunities such as festivals 
 and sports tournaments and evaluate other community involvement opportunities.  
5. Continue to implement the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from 


the State (administered by the Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development) and conduct a market analysis study in conjunction with this work. 


6. Continue studying revisions to its current incentives relative to development of 
redevelopment within its Enterprise Zone designation and consider adoption of 
new incentives as a part of the study effort. 
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6.  Transportation System 
 
Goal:   Ensure a balanced and efficient transportation system serving Lawrenceville that 


will shape and serve growth areas and provide a safe, efficient transportation 
system given State and local finances, topography, geography, natural systems, 
and surrounding land uses and development. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1. Continue to support and lobby for an east-west connector road between VA  
 Secondary Highway 641 (Bright Leaf Road) at its intersection with VA  
 Secondary Highway 642 (Poor House Road) and VA Primary Highway 46  
 (Christanna Highway) north of Lawrenceville to provide a by-pass type effect 
 north of Lawrenceville, terminating at VA Primary Highway 46 near a large 
 acreage tract owned by Saint Paul’s College. 
2. Develop a plan to provide new sidewalks, connections between existing 
 sidewalks, and general improvements to existing sidewalks at various places in 
 Town.   
3. Lobby VDOT for a direct connection (extension of VA Secondary Highway 694)  
 to the Brunswick Square (Food Lion) Shopping Center to alleviate safety 
 concerns as motorists must enter U.S. 58 for short distance before accessing the 
 shopping center. 
4. Continue to enforce a “No Thru Trucks” traffic pattern in Downtown 
 Lawrenceville. 
5. Support State highway policies which improve the appearance, safety, and 


capacity of the major thoroughfares and the secondary system, and promote the 
completion of projects adopted by the Town. 


6. Support State highway policies which relieve present traffic congestion through 
 the provision of adequate facilities and levels of service. 
7. Discourage unnecessary traffic in residential areas in order to reduce noise, dirt, 
 and safety hazards. 
8. Encourage the planning and evaluation of the Town’s transportation system in 
 terms of the users’ convenience, cost, travel time, safety, preference, and the 
 substantial effect which transportation facilities have on social, economic, and 
 environmental goals. 
9. Encourage the construction or improvement of transportation facilities that blend 
 into the natural landscape, taking advantage of scenic vistas, topography, and 
 other natural features. 
10. Encourage the cooperation of all levels of government in the placement of major 
 transportation facilities so as to serve and strengthen, rather than disrupt, 
 neighborhoods. 
11. Develop land-use controls which promote sound land use without jeopardizing the 
 function of high-speed thoroughfares. 
12. Support the development of mass transportation and/or ride-sharing services when 
 and where needed and feasible. 
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13. Support improvements to existing rail and air facilities (Lawrenceville Airport) 
and encourage the development of additional rail and air service. 


14. Integrate the Town’s transportation recommendations with Brunswick County’s 
 the Six-Year Secondary Maintenance and Construction Fund Program that is 
 administered by VDOT. 
15. Integrate the Town’s transportation recommendations into the Ten-Year  
 Primary Projects Listing Report that is administered by VDOT. 
16. Continue to support special transportation services for citizens of the Town 
 (elderly and handicapped) who are in need of such programs. 
17. Locate land uses generating high volumes of vehicular traffic near roads capable 
 of handling additional traffic volume. 
18. Support efforts and programs to provide a safe, efficient, and well planned 
 transportation system in the Town, Brunswick County, and in the region. 
19. Encourage intergovernmental cooperation with other jurisdictions to study the 
 transportation needs of the region and support the provision of a safe, efficient 
 transportation system given State and local finances, topography, geography, and 
 natural systems and surrounding land uses and development. 
 
7.  Recreation and Public Open Spaces 
 
Goal:  Ensure proper planning for and provision of recreational opportunities to 


Lawrenceville residents and visitors, while preserving open spaces and protecting 
the natural environment. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1. Continue to be a member of the Roanoke River Rails to Trails, Inc. and support 


the proposed Tobacco Heritage Trail. 
2. Continue to support the SCORE Recreation Park being developed east of Town as 
 a multi-dimensional athletic field facility that could potentially bring recreational 
 tourists to the area and the Town. 
3. Continue to support the efforts of the Community Recreational Director for  
 SCORE, with an office in Lawrenceville, to assist in providing information and 
 direction concerning fitness and health; planning adult and youth sports leagues 
 and health and instructional clinics; and, promoting jogging and multi-use trails 
 such as the Rails to Trails. 
4. Continue to maintain and improve the landscaped Downtown Lawrenceville  
 Courtyard as a link to the proposed Rails to Trails facility which will provide 
 more connectivity between downtown, Saint Paul’s College, the SCORE  
 Recreation Park, and Great Creek Park and continue to promote the Downtown  
 Lawrenceville Courtyard as the center piece for artisan, outdoor entertainment, 
 concerts, festivals (Taste of Brunswick, Lawrenceville Spring festival, Saint  
 Paul’s College Homecoming, etc.), and meeting places. 
5. Continue to host baseball tournaments and other events at Lawrenceville’s 


historic ball field to help introduce the Town to visitors and provide a potential 
positive impact to the local economy. 
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6. Support the development of a parks, recreation, and open space plan, as a joint 
effort between the Town and County to assess needs and opportunities and 
promote interconnectivity of existing resources such as the Town’s ball field, 
Brunswick County Public Schools’ facilities, and the SCORE Recreation Park. 


7. Support efforts to enhance all gateways into Town such as Primary Highway 46 
North and South, and U.S. 58 Business. 


8. Support the programs of the Downtown Lawrenceville Collective Library such as 
 the adult education program geared to help textile, factory, and farm workers 
 transition into new careers and/or improve literacy. 
9. Support the implementation of the Lake Country Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails 


Plan, 2007 developed by the Southside Planning District Commission and use the 
plan as necessary as a guide and resource when reviewing land use and 
development proposals or developing recreation related plans. 


 
8.  Natural Features and Environment 
 
Goal:  Ensure the wise use of the Lawrenceville’s nonrenewable earth and mineral 


resources and air quality, while protecting the beauty of the landscape and 
conserving the protective functions of wetlands and flood plains. 


 
Objectives: 
 
1. Consider development of a curb and gutter plan. 
2. Encourage Brunswick County to continue efforts and policies to protect prime 
 agricultural lands. 
3. Support programs to reduce and eliminate pollution and wasteful use of air, 
 water, soil, and other natural resources in cooperation with the Virginia 
 Polytechnic Institute (VPI) Cooperative Extension Service and the United States 
 Department of Agriculture. 
4. Support programs and initiatives to protect and conserve surface and groundwater 


resources. 
5. Support programs to eliminate waste and unnecessary destruction of plant life and 


encourage re-vegetation practices. 
6. Protect ecological and otherwise fragile areas for open space uses and reserve 


flood hazard areas for open space uses. 
7. Support efforts and programs to control all forms of pollution. 
8. Adopt and enforce ordinances and procedures to regulate land use, development, 


and redevelopment and supports applicable State and Federal laws and regulations 
regarding land uses and development in natural hazard areas and environmentally 
fragile areas. 


9. Review and analyze development and redevelopment proposals for consistency 
 with the future land use map included in the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
10. Encourage the use of pervious materials and new technologies that provide for 
 safe and efficient driveway and parking areas and that appropriately address storm 
 water runoff areas. 
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11. Support State and Federal policies that regulate the location and intensity of 
 development in State designated environmentally fragile areas. 
12. Discourage inappropriate development by limiting residential and commercial 
 development density, structure size, and development intensity through the use of 
 zoning. 
13. Allow development and redevelopment within special flood hazard areas subject 
 to the provisions and requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program and 
 flood plain related regulations. 
14. Work with VDOT and Brunswick County to improve traffic safety and drainage 
 to mitigate the impact of localized flooding and seek alternative methods of 
 hazard avoidance. 
15. Develop policies that minimize threats to life, property, and natural resources 
 resulting from development located in or adjacent to hazard areas, such as those 
 subject to erosion, high winds, or flooding. 
16. Develop location, density, and intensity criteria for new, existing development 
 and redevelopment including public facilities and infrastructure so that they can 
 better avoid or withstand natural hazards. 
17. Preserve ambient air quality through support of continued enforcement of  
 Virginia’s emission standards and notify the State Air Pollution Control Board of 
 significant land use changes which may require a permit. 
18. Utilize the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan developed by the Southside Planning 


District Commission as a guide and resource to develop proactive mitigation 
strategies to help reduce physical and economic losses in the wake of a natural 
disaster. 
 


9.  Water and Wastewater Systems 
 
Goal:  Ensure water and wastewater (sewer) systems meet the needs of Lawrenceville 


residents and out-of-town utility customers. 
 
Objectives: 
 
1. Continue maintenance and improvement activities with respect to the Town’s 
 water and wastewater systems to meet existing and projected needs. 
2. Continue to be proactive in providing quality and adequate water and wastewater 
 systems and to correcting deficiencies. 
3. Continue updates as necessary to electronic mapping of the Town’s water and 
 wastewater systems. 
4. Continue on-going capital needs assessment and project identification efforts 
 concerning water and wastewater systems by the Town staff. 
5. Emphasize the importance of adequate water and sewer systems for proper land-
 use development. 
6. Develop a water and sewer master plan. 
7. Continue to provide the necessary administrative and financial policy guidelines 
 for planning and extending necessary utilities. 
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8. Support programs and initiatives to minimize pollution of surface and ground 
 water. 
9. Establish policy guidelines and basic criteria to deal with water quality and/or 
 supply problems of Lawrenceville. 
10. Coordinate all present and future governmental and private efforts relating to 
 water and wastewater developments within and adjacent to Lawrenceville in 
 accordance with the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
11. Continue to seek regional cooperation to correct water and sewer system 
 deficiencies and promote expansion of existing facilities and/or construction of 
 new facilities that meet common needs. 
12. Develop a capital improvement plan and set aside (budget) funds to replace, 


repair, and upgrade water and wastewater systems to ensure that funding for such 
activities is scheduled in a manner compatible with the financial capability of the 
Town. 


 
10.  Public Facilities and Services 
 
Goal:  Ensure citizens of Lawrenceville have access to adequate public facilities and 
 services such as health care, educational programs, and social services and ensure 
 that public facilities and services are sized, located, and managed to protect or 
 restore the quality of the natural environment while providing adequate levels of 
 service to meet the needs of citizens. 
 
Objectives: 
 
1. Promote the Town’s image and attractiveness to potential residents and visitors 
 with respect to quality of life concerns by maintaining adequate public safety and 
 emergency services capabilities, to meet existing and projected needs. 
2. Install street lights in the area of Town which was secured via boundary 
 adjustment effective 2007. 
3. Promote the use and extension of the fiber optics line (funded by Federal Tobacco 
 Buyout Program along U.S. Highway 58 with a connection to Saint Paul’s 
 College). 
4. Support the development of programs designed to enhance the quality of 
 educational services available for all residents of the Town. 
5. Support the establishment of community-oriented programs which are focused on 
 more complete use of school facilities. 
6. Develop a program to inform the needy as to the availability of social services. 
7. Support social service programs which tend to reduce dependency upon the 
 government and to encourage individuals and families to be self-sustaining. 
8. Develop and utilize a capital improvement program to ensure that public facilities 


and services community facilities are scheduled in a manner compatible with the 
financial capability of the Town. 


9. Support the provision of public water and wastewater utilities in unincorporated 
areas of Brunswick County in a manner which promotes the goals and objectives 
of the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
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10. Encourage Brunswick County to maximize the use of school facilities for civic 
 purposes. 
11. Support efforts to improve the state of health of all citizens. 
12. Support coordination of efforts by area health facilities. 
13. Develop strategies to promote inter-agency and inter-governmental cooperation  
 to improve interaction and communication between, but not limited to, the  
 Lawrenceville Town Council, Lawrenceville Planning Commission, the  
 Brunswick County Board of Supervisors, the Brunswick County Planning 
 Commission, and Brunswick County School Board with respect to public 
 facilities and services. 
14. Evaluate the potential impacts of development proposals according to the future 
 land use map categories of the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan with existing 
 and planned infrastructure capabilities. 
15. Review and analyze development and redevelopment proposals for consistency 
 with the future land use map included in the Lawrenceville Comprehensive Plan. 
16. Establish level of service standards and criteria for infrastructure systems. 
17. Utilize and update and improve the Town’s website and use newsletters to 
 disseminate information to residents and visitors concerning Town services, 
 schedules, and related issues and encourage the continuity of website content (as 
 well as printed information that may be disseminated) between Lawrenceville,  
 Brunswick County, and agencies or organizations serving the area (or 
 disseminating information about the area) such as the Industrial Development 
 Authority and Chamber of Commerce. 
18. Enforce, and amend as necessary, applicable Town ordinances. 
19. Utilize Brunswick County’s mapping and geographic information system  
 (GIS) information as development proposals are evaluated and extensions of  
 public facilities are contemplated. 
20. Encourage the development of private recreation facilities, auditoriums and 
 convention/meeting spaces, museums, and commercial entertainment facilities in 
 appropriate areas. 
21. Provide adequate police, emergency services, and Town personnel to meet current 
 and projected needs. 
22. Support volunteer service providers as feasible and applicable. 
23. Investigate and utilize State and Federal funding sources and programs as feasible 
 and applicable to meet public facilities and services needs. 
24.   Consider, as applicable, the comprehensive plans of other governmental entities 
 such as Brunswick County’s VISION 2015, as well as applicable studies and
 reports concerning industrial and economic development (such as the April 2008
 report “VISION 2007” by the Brunswick County Industrial  Development  
 Authority) when making decisions concerning land use and utility issues, and 
 encourage other governmental entities and agencies to recognize and 
 consider Lawrenceville’s comprehensive plan when considering land use and 
 utility issues that may impact the Town. 
 






